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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the second quarter issue of the 
oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Norton 
Bits. We are now publishing the Bits 
quarterly. Issue dates will be January, April, 
July, and October published one week prier 
to the general meeting (the first Saturday). 
We will combine the meeting minutes, such 
as they are, from the previous quarter as well 
as past events. Please don’t forget to pay 
your dues!


The Norton Bits encourages any and all 
submissions of either articles or photos of 
Norton content for future issues. It’s your 
newsletter, and it will greatly improve with 
your participation. Submissions are due by 
the second Saturday of each month. I will try 
to publish the Norton Bits one week before 
the general meeting which is the first 
Saturday of each month. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:

Articles should be submitted in a common 
type font, MS Word format (.doc), or as text 
in the body of an email. Keep formatting to a 
minimum, no tabs, indents, etc. Bullets, 
numbers and letters are okay but don’t 
indent them. A single space after each 
sentence is preferable to two and double 
returns between paragraphs.


Photos should be in JPEG (.jpg) 
format. Thanks. 


Cheers,  
George Kraus  
Editor. 

NORTON BITS is the official newsletter of 
the Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club (oNe). It 
will be published quarterly throughout the 
year in PDF format and may be 
downloadable from the club’s website 
oregonnorton.org.


We welcome submissions of topical editorial 
material, and non-commercial buy-sell-trade 
Norton-related ads are free for members. 
Contact the editor for details, or better yet, 
just send your ad and we’ll let you know if 
there’s a problem.


ABOUT oNe 
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts was founded in 
2010 and is a chapter of the International 
Norton Owners Association. Membership 
dues are $10 per year and are due annually 
in January. 


Please send dues to: 
Sam Justice

610 SW Alder Street

Suite 1000

Portland, OR 97205

For the latest information check out our 
Facebook page for events and pictures. 


Oregon Norton Enthusiasts Monthly 
meetings are held at the Horse Brass Pub at 

45th and SE Belmont on the first Saturday of 
each month at 11am.


oNe MEMBERSHIP LIST 
Although located in Oregon, oNe welcomes 
members from the Pacific Northwest and 
around the world.


LINKS 
1.  International Norton Owners 

Association (INOA)  
2.  Norton Owners Club (NOC) 
3.  Northwest Norton Owners (NWNO) 

4.  Facebook 

5.  Fair Spares America 
6.  Old Britts 

7.  Norton Access Forum 

8.  Yahoo Group 
9.  Norton Owners Club (UK)  

10.  Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists  

11.  Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts  

12.  Northern California Norton Owners 
Club  

13.  LeMay America's Car Museum, 
Tacoma
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The Small Print FROM THE EDITOR
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Club Website:

http://oregonnorton.org

This is our club’s official website. It's 
our "shop window" and contains basic 
information about the club, events and 
affiliations. Dave Friesen is the website 
administrator. The Norton Bits 
newsletter editor is George Kraus and 
monthly issues are uploaded and 
available on the website at 
OregonNorton.org.

 

Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/
OregonNortonEnthusiasts

This is our club’s social media 
page. Here, you'll find pictures, club 
event notices and other "what's 
happening now" news and snapshots. 
Dave Friesen and I are administrators 
of the Facebook page.

 

Yahoo Email Group and Email 
Distribution list:

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/
OregonNortonEnthusiasts/info

This is our club’s email group.  A Yahoo 
group can be used more 
comprehensively than for just email, 
but it works well for our email 
exchanges.

 

Email distribution list: 
OregonNortonEnthusiasts@yahoogrou
ps.com

This is our club’s email list and the 
most common way of sharing 
information with club 
members. Everyone who has 
subscribed to the Yahoo group above 


is automatically entered into this email 
distribution list. I have also been blind-
copying everyone on the club member 
master list just in case they have not 
yet subscribed to the Yahoo 
group. Blind-copying means that no 
one else can see your personal email 
address whenever I send an email.


If you haven't done so already, I would 
recommend that you join the Yahoo 
group, so that you don't miss out on 
emails from other club members who 
don't have your personal email 
address. One important thing to note is 
that we take our Internet security 
protocols very seriously. Doug Towsley, 
Dave Friesen and I are the 
administrators of the Yahoo email 
group.


Norton Videos: 
The club has a number of Norton 
videos in DVD and electronic format for 
loan. Please ask Sam, George or Mike 
for an inventory of the videos.


Mike Tyler 
President
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More Small Print

The ONE show photo shoot 
after 3.5 hr. Photo Mike Tyler.

IMPORTANT LINKS
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From the Rider's seat: 
When will this winter and persistent rain end? 

In spite of the poor weather, we have enjoyed a few great motorcycle -related 
events during the past couple of months.  But there have only been a few bikes 
outside the Horse Brass pub of late. 

During the November club meeting and AGM (Annual General Meeting), we 
swore in Jeff Marsh as our new club Secretary and thanked Bob Fugate and 
Donna for all their time and efforts in supporting the club.  We’ll continue to see 
Bob and Donna at our club meetings, but Bob needs to dedicate more time to his 
many projects in his amazing workshop. 

It was the Portland International Motorcycle film Festival at the end of January.  
Thankfully the weather was decent and the event was again sold out for the two 
nights.  Thanks to Dave Friesen and his team for hosting another terrific weekend 
of motorcyclemania. 

Early February brought us the ONE show - no relation to our club - and several 
club members who are also OVM (Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists) members had 
the opportunity and the honor of displaying their bikes.  The show is primarily 
intended to showcase bike builders, but this year the organizers made provision 
for several vintage bikes to be on display.  It was a fantastic weekend with 
approximately 17,000 attendees.  It’s such an enjoyable event and a great mix of 
attendees, motorcycle styles and some world-class bike builders. 

The same weekend, was the annual OVM (Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists) 
banquet.  The guest speaker this year was Fred Haefele, author of 'Rebuilding The 
Indian'.  The dinner and company were great.  Fred said a few words, but he 

mostly read pages from his book.. so I have a signed-copy if anyone would like 
to buy it. It’s brand-new and never read, ha ha. 

The topic was very appropriate as Indian will be the featured marque this May at 
the annual OVM May Ride, Show and Swap meet in Corvallis, OR. 

If you haven’t already visited the World of Speed museum in Wilsonville, they 
are currently hosting a small exhibit of racing motorcycles throughout the 
decades.  The museum is fantastic inside and the quality of the displays is world-
class.  It’s a really cool and enjoyable place to visit.  There’s also a café area in 
the main lobby with great coffee and a Cars & Coffee morning every Saturday.  
Again, a really fun way to spend a few hours on a Saturday morning or any other 
time. 

Looking ahead, we will have a “tech day” at my place in Tigard on April 1 (April 
Fools’ Day).  We will be taking a look at my wobbly swing arm, which seems to 
be swinging too much in the wrong direction!  We’ll have beer and snacks and 
some items for an impromptu swap meet.   

It’s been great to meet new club members and we hope that we will be able to see 
them and their bikes again at upcoming club meetings and events. 

If you haven't already done so, please can you let Sam have your club 
subscription fee for 2017?  Fees are $10 and you can either give to Sam at the 
club meeting or by sending to the following address: Sam Justice, 610 SW Alder 
Street, Suite 1000, Portland, OR 97205 

Please check out the new club website for articles and also a link to a YouTube 
Playlist where you will find a collection of movies captured of our club events. 

As always, please let us know if you have any ideas for Norton or other vintage 
motorcycle-related events that you think the guys will enjoy.   

          Happy riding! 

          Cheers 
            Mike, President 
            http://oregonnorton.org/ 
            mjtt110@iCloud.com 
            503-206-1620  5

The Rider’s Seat A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Sam Justice’s “Dominator”.

Chris Freitag’s cool Commando. Photo Mike Tyler
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Norton Bits CALENDAR OF EVENTS
EVERY MONTH:

oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly 

club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on 
the first Saturday at 11am. See Page 8 
for more details.


 

2017 EVENTS CALENDAR

January 2017: 
7th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

27th & 28th Portland Motorcycle Film 

Festival.


February 2017: 
4th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

10th OVM Annual Banquet at the Milwaukie 

Elks Lodge.

10th-12th ONE Motorcycle Show. 

March 2017: 
4th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 


April 2017: 
1st Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

22nd  WVM Swap Meet at Skagit Fairgrounds 

in Mt. Vernon.
TBA OVM Piccolo Ride.

 23-31st Annual Classic Swap Meet in 

Cloverdale, BC 
 www.ClassicBikeSwapMeet.com. 

May 2017: 
6th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

5th & 6th Quail Motorcycle Gathering, 

featuring 50 years of the Commando.

TBA 2017 OPTOUR with NWNO (North 

West Norton Owners, WA)

TBA Team Latus - British Invasion Bike 

Show & Ride, Portland


TBA OVM Ride. Corvallis, OR.

•OVM Show & Swap Meet. Corvallis, OR 

 (Click here for the Flyer).


June 2017: 
3rd Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

TBA Marymount motorcycle week, Tacoma 

WA.

 

July 2017: 
1st Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

TBA INOA Rally, Buena Vista, VA (date TBD)

TBA Team Latus Car & Motorcycle Show

TBA NOA (International Norton Owners 

Association) Rally?

TBA AMCA Oregon Trail 3-Day Ride

TBA OVM Ride to the Rendezvous at 

Antique Powerland

TBA LeMay Vintage Motorcycle 

Festival. Tacoma, WA


August 2017: 
5th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

TBA OVM Dennis Frye ride to Larch Mt

TBA OVM Oaks Park Picnic. Portland, OR

TBA OVM Batwater Station Ride and picnic 

lunch on the Columbia river

TBA Mods Vs. Rockers Ride. See See’s: 

1642 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, Oregon 
97232 https://www.facebook.com/
events/267833566924232/


September 2017:  
2nd Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Labor Day Weekend ABFM 

(All British field meet) 
More details at: http://abfm-pdx.com/2016


TBA Annual Fall event at World of Speed 
followed by ride to Paul Sherbo’s


TBA OVM Mid-Size Mid-Valley Motorcycle 
Rally, Salem area


TBA DGR (Distinguished Gentlemen's Ride) 

 

October 2017:  
7th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

TBA: Pacific Northwest Trailblazer 

motorcycle club (formerly old timers 
banquet)


 

November 2017: 
4th Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

TBA AGM (Annual General Meeting)


December 2017: 
2nd Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

26th Boxing Day celebration

TBA Holiday Party


OTHER EVENTS BEING CONSIDERED 
FOR 2017 
TBA Tech sessions

TBA Summer event at Bob and Donna 

Fugate’s

TBA Spring event at Geoff and Sandra 

Carrigg’s home

TBA NORTON Day??

TBA Ride to the WAAAM (Western Antique 

Airplane & Automobile) Museum in Hood 
River, Oregon


TBA Ride to the British Pub in Forest Grove

TBA Gas station photo opportunity and visit 

to Al & Molly Bacon’s place in Gladstone

TBA World of Speed Museum events.
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By Jeff Marsh, Secretary 
January 2017 oNe meeting: 

Some people showed up (4) 
No bikes were outside   
None of them were Nortons  
No one went for a ride  
Ale was quaffed 
Soggy pies were consumed 
Fun was had 

February 2017 oNe meeting: 
Some people showed up (17) 
One bike was outside (I think it was a Schwinn)   
None of them were Nortons  
No one went for a ride  
Ale was quaffed 
Soggy pies and other British(ish) food was 

consumed 
Motorcycles were discussed 
A devious plan for a weekend long ride was hatched 

March 2017 oNe meeting: 
Some people showed up (17) 
2 bikes was outside    
None of them were Nortons  
2 people went for a ride.. got wet  
Dues were collected 
18 Members have paid their dues 
33 "Members" have not 
Guilt was assigned, Pressure was applied 
More dues were collected 
Some "Members" became Members 
1 new member described recently acquired Norton 

with enthusiasm 
Beer was consumed  7

The ONE show. Photo George Kraus.



Some people will tell you that slow is 
good – but I’m here to tell you that fast is 
better. I’ve always believed this, in spite of 
the trouble it’s caused me. Being shot out 
of a cannon will always be better than 
being squeezed out of a tube. That is why 
God made fast motorcycles, Bubba… 
Hunter Thompson 

The Birthday Present 
By Michael Roberts 

Back in 1998, I decided I wanted a Norton 
Commando so I started reading the Oregonian 
classifieds every Sunday until one day in March, 
I ran across a 1973 Commando priced at $3,000.  
I called Doug Towsley for advice and he said “If 
you want it, you should buy it now otherwise 
someone else will”.  When I went to look at the 
bike, it was a complete running example and 
after negotiating the price down to $2,850, I took 
the Norton home with me.  

It was at this point that I joined OVM and met 
George Kraus and saw his Norton Commando 
Café racer. I thought to myself, now this is what I 
want my Norton to look like.  

Well, it was exactly two months later that I was 
reading the classified ads in the Oregonian, as I 
did every Sunday, that I saw a 1970 Kenny Dreer 
Norton Commando advertised for $6,500. A 
mature gentleman in West Linn bought it from 
Kenny Dreer two or three years earlier and had 
managed to put 5k miles on it.  

I later learned that it was probably the first 
Commando that Kenny Dreer had built from 
*spare parts laying around his shop thus making 
it a “Bitsa”. The seller was firm on his price so I 
bought it and now owned two Norton 
Commandos. 

Soon after I sold my first Norton Commando for 
the same price I paid for it. Two weeks later, I 
took my new Norton to OVM’s Annual Corvallis 
Show and Swap Meet and entered it in the show. 
At the time, George was President of OVM and 
didn’t enter his Commando because ** “He 
wanted to give everyone else a fair chance”. 

Much to my surprise and delight, my Commando 
won the “People’s Choice” first place award.  
That summer I ordered a new seat from Kenny 
Dreer and put rear sets on the bike. For me with 
my long legs, it was an uncomfortable riding 
position with café bars and stock foot pegs. Rear 
sets improved the riding ergonomics. 

In January 1999, I took my Norton to the Annual 
International Motorcycle Show in Seattle and 
entered it in the competition. There were 
probably 50 bikes competing that day including 

$60,000 custom over-the-top choppers and to my 
utter surprise and delight, my Commando took 
“Best of Show”. Several months later, my Norton 
was featured in the June issue of Cycle World 
magazine.  

Over the next six years, I had several memorable 
adventures and won numerous awards with my 
Kenny Dreer Norton. I could write several pages 
about the events I attended and trophy’s I won 
but I’ll save that for another day.  

By 2004, I had developed arthritic hips and the 
Norton was getting too uncomfortable to ride and 
besides, as I always do with cars and 
motorcycles, I was becoming bored with it and 
decided it was time for it to go. By now, 
craigslist was the place to go to when you 
wanted to buy and sell so I placed a simple ad 
with one photo and after a week the ad expired.  
About a month later, I got a call from a woman 
named Jackie who asked, “Is your Norton still 
for sale?”

Norton Bits THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT
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Continued next page.



The Birthday Present  
(Continued) 
By Michael Roberts 

I replied “yes it is” and she came over the next 
day with her husband. They looked the bike over 
and he said to her “Well honey, do you like the 
bike?” She said, “yes I do” and he said “well then 
happy birthday!” 

The following day they came back with cash to 
get the bike. She had on her leathers with 
“Ducati” emblazoned on the back of her jacket. 
We stepped into my shop and up to the workbench 
to sign the title over and I noticed she wasn’t 
wearing a wedding ring. I asked, “are you guys 
married” and she said “Yes we are, but last month 
we had the inside of our house painted and one of 
the painters stole my wedding ring so  

my husband gave me a choice. For my birthday, I 
could either have a new wedding ring or a new 
motorcycle”  

When we were finished consummating the deal, I 
wheeled the Norton out into the driveway to take 
one last picture. Jackie fired the Norton up with 
one kick, pointed it up the street and took off like 
a gun with her ponytail flying behind her helmet. I 
said to her husband, “Man, she rides fast” and he 
said, “Yeah, when we ride together, it’s all I can 
do to keep up with her.  

Last May, I started regretting selling that Norton 
so I contacted Jackie to ask her if she would sell it 
back to me. She said she sold it to a friend in Ohio 
and that he loved the bike and didn’t want to sell 
it. So I bought the Commando that I currently own 
and maybe someday I will write a story about it.

Norton Bits THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT
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Editors Notes:  
*  Kenny had purchased bikes and the 
parts inventory from the F & W 
Motorcycle Shop that had been co-owned 
by Mike Ferrel (sp.?). My Commando and 
most subsequent Commandos that Kenny 
built were from that inventory. 

* * I had won the OVM Peoples Choice 
First Place award 4 times — 1994, 95 with 
my TR6R Triumph, and 1996 & 97 with 
my Norton. I finished building my 
Commando May 1st, 1996. I went to work 
for Kenny around 1997. I believe Mike’s 
Commando was built about 1997.



Norton Bits APRIL MEETING
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Don’t forget Saturday April 1ST., 
11:00 am, is oNe’s general meeting held at 
the Horse Brass Pub, 4534 SE Belmont St, 

        Portland,         OR 97215. 

If you haven’t payed your annual $10 
membership dues, then please do so at 

the next meeting. It’s your club. 
Please support it! 

  
Horse Brass directions: click HERE.

2016 INOA Quincy Rally. Photo Mike Roberts camera (L to R — M. Roberts, G. Kraus, M. Tyler, S. Justice). 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horse+Brass+Pub/@45.516411,-122.615528,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x2e9bdbed0325eede?hl=en-US


Norton Bits MY GARAGE
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This month garage features Mike Tyler’s newly renovated “Man Cave”. See it in person April 1 after the meeting.



What:  
April Fools Tech Session (aka 
dodgy swing arm fix), chatting 
over beer and snacks 

When: 
Saturday April 1, starting at 
approximately 1:30 at Mike's place 

Where: 
Mike’s garage. Show up at the 
meeting or members can call for 
directions. 503-206-1620 

How: 
Riding over to Mike’s place following the April club meeting. 
  
Other: 
Plus if you have any motorcycle-related items that you would like to 
trade, sell or donate, please bring them along and we can have an 
impromptu swap meet. 
 
RSVP: 
I would be grateful if you could let me know if you are planning on 
coming, just so I can order enough beer/food etc. 

Norton Bits TECH DAY

Hi Everyone. 
  
Following the April 1 oNe club 
meeting, we're having a "tech 
session" at my place in Tigard.  I 
live about a couple of miles from 
the Washington Square mall and 
my address is below. 
  
My swing arm is very loose ..on my Commando that is.. and so I 
thought I would get the bike high up on the lift, remove the wheel, Z 
plates etc. to the point where everyone can see what needs to be done 
and maybe even make the repair. 
  
We may not actually complete the job, but I thought it might be 
interesting for folks to see what lies beneath.  But we’ll have beer and 
snacks while we discuss what should be done to the bike J 
  
Cheers 
Mike

It won't be as bad as this...

You’re Invited 
to a Tech Day
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Wanted: 

• Dave Friesen is looking for an 850 pre-MKIII Oil Pump.

davefriesen@mac.com


• Mike Tyler is (always) looking for any old school cool 
Norton/Triumph//BSA/Vincent signs and other interesting 
vintage motorcycle memorabilia for his "man cave" garage.

mike.tyler@nike.com, 503-206-1620


Free!!! 

I have two peashooter mufflers that I would like to offer free of 
charge to any oNe or OVM member that can use them. The 
right side muffler is slightly damaged from coming in contact 
with the kick-starter on my Commando Roadster but they are 
otherwise in good condition. There is no brand name on them 
but they appear to be manufactured by Emgo.  Contact Mike 
Roberts.  michael.roberts@comcast.net or call 360-892-5421

Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

Please note: you can have your free ad on these 
pages. Send in your ad today! We welcome 
submissions of topical editorial material, and non 
commercial buy-sell-trade Norton-related ads are free 
for members. Contact the editor for details, or better 
yet, just send your ad and we’ll let you know if there’s 
a problem. If you sold your item please let me know.

ONE Motorcycle show. G Kraus Photo.

Contact the editor if your 
item has sold!

mailto:davefriesen@mac.com?subject=
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mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20Info
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20Info
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
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Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

750 Norton Combat Head $350.00. Shipping Extra 

1972 head only off my previous 750 Norton Combat.  Needs 
new left exhaust thread insert. One head steady bolt hole had 
an inappropriate over sized bolt installed.  This hole needs to 
drilled & re-threaded in a bigger size. Has small non-structural 
crack on bottom fin probably caused by previous Owner using 
a screw driver to remove head.  Crack does not need repair. 
 Glass bead cleaned,  no valves, no valve guides, no rockers 
or covers.  Photos available by E- mail by request.

Contact: Jim Jones, 503-643-1567,    wolftrackr@aol.com 


mailto:wolftrackr@aol.com
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Bob Fugate’s Indian Scout. 
Mike Tyler photo. 

Also some videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnjHgLkKcQw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hw-nBJUvKE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnjHgLkKcQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hw-nBJUvKE

