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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the Norton Bits! This is the 4th 
Quarter issue of the oNe (Oregon Norton 
Enthusiasts) Norton Bits Newsletter. 

I have just reprinted our oNe stickers and 
they will be available at the next meeting. We 
have two sizes — the original size 1-3/4” and 
a new smaller size 1-5/8”. If you would like to 
contribute a donation of $1.ea to help cover 
there costs, that would be great. 

If you need excellent head and cylinder  
machine work, then Baisley’s High 
Performance is for you. For the past 30 years 
I have all my head work done there and they 
do perfect work. See page 20 for more 
information. 

Mike Roberts has written some Additional 
member profiles. He has been busy 
interviewing and photographing oNe 
members and there bikes for the Bits. 

The Norton Bits encourages any and all 
submissions of either articles or photos of 
Norton content for future issues. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:

Articles should be submitted in a common 
type font, MS Word format (.doc), or as text 
in the body of an email. Keep formatting to a 
minimum, no tabs, indents, etc. Bullets, 
numbers and letters are okay but don’t indent 
them. A single space after each sentence is 
preferable to two and double returns 
between paragraphs. Photos should be in 
JPEG (.jpg) format. Thanks.  

Cheers, 

George Kraus 

Editor.

gekraus@comcast.net

NORTON BITS is the official newsletter of the 
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club (oNe). It will 
be published quarterly throughout the year in 
PDF format and may be downloadable from 
the club’s website oregonnorton.org.


We welcome submissions of topical editorial 
material, and non-commercial buy-sell-trade 
Norton-related ads are free for members. 
Contact the editor for details, or better yet, 
just send your ad and we’ll let you know if 
there’s a problem.


ABOUT oNe 
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts was founded in 
2010 and is a chapter of the International 
Norton Owners Association. Membership 
dues are $10 per year and are due annually in 
January. 


Please send dues to: 
Sam Justice

610 SW Alder Street

Suite 1000

Portland, OR 97205

For the latest information check out our 
Facebook page for events and pictures. 


Oregon Norton Enthusiasts Monthly meetings 
are held at the Horse Brass Pub at 

45th and SE Belmont on the first Saturday of 
each month at 11am.


oNe MEMBERSHIP LIST 
Although located in Oregon, oNe welcomes 
members from the Pacific Northwest and 
around the world.


LINKS 
1.  International Norton Owners 

Association (INOA)  
2.  Norton Owners Club (NOC) 
3.  Northwest Norton Owners (NWNO) 

4.  Facebook 

5.  Fair Spares America 
6.  Old Britts 

7.  Norton Access Forum 

8.  Yahoo Group 

9.  Norton Owners Club (UK)  
10.  Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists  

11.  Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts  

12.  Northern California Norton Owners 
Club  

13.  LeMay America's Car Museum, 
Tacoma

O

REGON NORTON
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More Small Print

Club Newsletter:

Norton Bits

This is our club’s official Club 
Newsletter: you can access present 
and past issues of the oNe newsletter 
Norton Bits. 

Club Website:

Oregon Norton

This is our club’s official website. It's 
our "shop window" and contains basic 
information about the club, events and 
affiliations. Dave Friesen is the website 
administrator. The Norton Bits 
newsletter editor is George Kraus and 
quarterly issues are uploaded and 
available on the website at Oregon 
Norton.


Facebook Page:

CLICK HERE

This is our club’s social media 
page. Here, you'll find pictures, club 
event notices and other "what's 
happening now" news and snapshots. 
Dave Friesen and I are administrators 
of the Facebook page.

 

Yahoo Email Group and Email 
Distribution list:

CLICK HERE

This is our club’s email group.  A Yahoo 
group can be used more 
comprehensively than for just email, 
but it works well for our email 
exchanges.

 

Email distribution list: 
CLICK HERE


This is our club’s email list and the 
most common way of sharing 
information with club members. 
Everyone who has subscribed to the 
Yahoo group above is automatically

entered into this email distribution list. I 
have also been blind-copying everyone

entered into this email distribution list. I 
have also been blind-copying everyone 
the Yahoo group. Blind-copying means 
that no one else can see your personal 
email address whenever I send an 
email.


If you haven't done so already, I would 
recommend that you join the Yahoo 
group, so that you don't miss out on 
emails from other club members who 
don't have your personal email 
address. One important thing to note is 


that we take our Internet security 
protocols very seriously. Doug Towsley, 
Dave Friesen and I are the 
administrators of the Yahoo email 
group.


Norton Videos: 
The club has a number of Norton 
videos in DVD and electronic format for 
loan. Please ask Sam, George or Mike 
for an inventory of the videos.


Mike Tyler 
President

Cannonball Run Norton Team. G. Kraus photo.

IMPORTANT LINKS
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What a great summer it has been.  There have been quite a few events and some 
terrific motorcycles again outside the Horse Brass.  Please keep bringing your 
other classics to the meetings.  It’s always so cool to see, hear and smell the line-
up of vintage bikes outside. 
  
We had a great time at the North America Tall Timber rally in Elma, 
Washington.  It sounds like it might be the last west-coast rally for a while, but 
plans are already afoot for the June 24-27, 2019 rally in Brooklyn, MI, hosted by 
the Michigan Norton Owners.  More details to follow. 
  
Thanks to the (International Norton owners Association) and especially the 
NWNO (Northwest Norton Owners) club who organized a great rally.  We had a 
very good turnout with over 20 club members attending the rally or the concours 
event.  The highlights for me were a ride on Sam’s Atlas, lining up 6 Nortons 
from the George Kraus Collection and the spirited oNe club member ride on the 
last day. 
  
Ronnie’s Commando performed so well and he has now covered more than 4,000 
miles since he got it.  He’s riding every opportunity he can and there’s no 
stopping him! 
  

We had a really enjoyable tech session at George’s place and it was such a thrill 
to get Sean’s lovely Atlas running again.  We also had another fun tech session at 
Ronnie’s place, replacing the fork gaiters on his Commando while the peanut 
gallery judged the effort. 
  
Dennis’ Norton Commando restoration re-birth project has been incredible to 
follow.  In less than 9 months, Dennis and friend George have transformed a 
basket case into a stunning roadster back on the road again. 
  
Special thanks to club members for leading some great events and truly 
representing our club so well: Mike Roberts (Cruise the Gorge), Mark Anderson 
(PIR night), Sam Justice (Highland Games) and Jeff Marsh (Elks Lodge & Oaks 
Park) 
  
The 2018 Motorcycle Cannonball Grand Finale turned out to be a spectacular 
event at the Skamania lodge.  It was amazing to see 100 veteran motorcycles ride 
across the finish line following their cross-country adventure.  The 3 Nortons 
were certainly one of the highlights.  Several club members also participated in 
this year’s DGR (Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride) 
  
We also have a few new and prospective club members and are looking forward 
to seeing them at future events.  
  
We’re hoping to have more rides next year.  It’s been a busy year but it doesn’t 
seem that we have had as much participation as in previous years.  Looking 
ahead, my goal is to plan ahead more and also combine rides and events with the 
OVM (Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists) and VME (Vintage Motorcycle 
Enthusiasts) clubs.  I would like to ask our club members for their help in joining 
more events in 2019 if possible.  We have some ideas in mind and will share 
before the end of the year. 
  
Please check out the club website for articles and also a link to a YouTube 
Playlist where you will find a collection of movies captured from our club events. 
  
As always, please let us know if you have any ideas for Norton or other vintage 
motorcycle-related events that you think the guys will enjoy.  
  
Happy riding! 
Cheers 
Mike, President 
http://oregonnorton.org/ 
mjtt110@iCloud.com 
503-206-1620 

The Rider’s Seat

Cannonball Run. G. Kraus photo.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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From the Rider's Seat: 
What a Great Summer it’s Been

http://oregonnorton.org/
mailto:mjtt110@iCloud.com


Norton Bits TECH SESSION
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Norton Bits CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EVERY MONTH:

oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly 
club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on the 
first Saturday at 11am. See Page 14 for 
more details. 
 

2018 oNe EVENTS CALENDAR

January 2018: 
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

26th & 27th Portland Motorcycle Film 

Festival.


February 2018: 
3rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

9th-11th ONE Motorcycle Show. 

March 2018: 
3rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

9th OVM Annual Banquet at the Milwaukie 

Elks Lodge.


April 2018: 
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

21st 12:00pm: The 2018 OVM Spring Business 

Meeting will be held at the Homeplace 
Restaurant at 1080 N 1st St, Silverton OR 
97381.


May 2018: 
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

19th OVM Ride. Corvallis, OR. •OVM Show 

& Swap Meet. Corvallis, OR  (Click 
here for the Flyer).


June 2018: 
2nd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass 

Pub. 

 


July 2018: 
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

Tech session at G Kraus’s shop 

16-19th INOA Rally, Edna Washington


August 2018: 
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

5th OVM Oaks Park Picnic. Portland, OR

11th Cruise the Gorge 

TBA OVM Batwater Station Ride and picnic 

lunch on the Columbia river

TBA Mods Vs. Rockers Ride. See See’s: 

1642 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, Oregon 
97232 https://www.facebook.com/
events/267833566924232/


September 2018:  
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Labor Day Weekend ABFM 

(All British field meet) 
More details at: http://abfm-pdx.com/2016

TBA DGR (Distinguished Gentlemen's Ride) 

 

October 2018:  
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

 

November 2018: 
3th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 


December 2018: 
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

8th Holiday Party (Jeff Marsh) 

26th Boxing Day celebration


OTHER EVENTS BEING CONSIDERED 
FOR 2018 

TBA Tech sessions

TBA Ride to the WAAAM (Western Antique 

Airplane & Automobile) Museum in 
Hood River, Oregon


TBA Ride to the British Pub in Forest Grove

TBA World of Speed Museum events.
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Please note: Please feel free to 
submit v intage motorcycle 
events for the Bits.  

Please submit copy material in a 
common type font, MS Word 
format (.doc), or as text in the 
body of an email. Don’t send me 
Apple Pages (whatever that is) or 
some other obscure format that 
on ly you use. Photos and 
drawings should be in a JPEG 
format. Thank you! 

Please send to George Kraus 
gekraus@comcast.net
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http://oregonvintage.org/
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http://oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
http://oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
http://www.vocpnw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/OVM-Corvallis-Flyer-2016.jpg
http://www.vocpnw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/OVM-Corvallis-Flyer-2016.jpg
http://oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
http://www.oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
http://www.oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
http://www.oregonvintage.org/calendar.php
https://www.facebook.com/events/267833566924232/
https://www.facebook.com/events/267833566924232/
https://www.facebook.com/events/267833566924232/
http://abfm-pdx.com/2016
http://www.waaamuseum.org/
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20calendar%20submissions.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20calendar%20submissions.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20calendar%20submissions.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20calendar%20submissions.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20calendar%20submissions.


EVERY MONTH:

oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly 
club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on the 
first Saturday at 11am. See Page 9 for more 
details. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: JUNE 2018 
The shape of speed exhibit and 
Motorcycles in the Park display 
Sunday, June 24—September 16, 2018, 
11am-3pm 
Registration deadline: Sunday, June 10 
https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/
shape-of-speed/?
utm_source=Portland+Art+Museum+
%26+NW+Film+Center+List&utm_campaig
n=399b4f2efd-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_15&utm_me
dium=email&utm_term=0_3c144f6fc8-399b4
f2efd-82089233 

LeMay Motorcycle Days at the 
Marymount museum 
June 14–24 
Tacoma, Washington State 
Admission $15 
https://www.lemaymarymount.org/
marymount-motorcycle-week 

Wings of Freedom Tour 
Open invitation to see a B-17, B-24, B-25 and 
P-51 at the Aurora Airport 
June 15-17 (but planning to meet on Sunday 
June 17) https://www.collingsfoundation.org 

   
British Invasion! 
Thank you Mark for this terrific idea! 
Ride your British motorcycle to the "Cruise 
In" evening and "invade the pitch"! 
June 27 is the Portland Triumph Car Club, so 
a good opportunity 
PIR (Portland International Raceway) 
Admission $5 (I believe) 
http://portlandraceway.com/?/events/
major_events#0j2icksfadqfsatotmme8jvf8j 

JULY 2018 
INOA (International Norton owners 
Association) "tall timber" RALLY 
July 16–19 
Elma, Washington State 
http://nortonrally.com/inoa-rally-2018 

Elks Lodge event Contact Sam Justice for 
additional details 

Portland Highland Games and Motorcycle 
show 
July 21 
Mt. Hood Community College  
http://www.phga.org 

AUGUST 2018 
OVM (Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists) 
Oaks Park show 
The date has not been posted yet, but it's 
usually in early August 

Oaks Park, Sellwood, Portland 
http://www.oregonvintage.org/calendar.php 

Cruise the Gorge 
Thank you Mike Roberts for continuing to 
promote this ride/event 
Aug 10-12 
Ride to the event at The Dalles, Oregon 
http://midcolumbiacarclub.org 

Norton Bits UPCOMING EVENTS
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Motorcycle Riding Training 
Event

Date TBD 
We need at least 12 riders to get 
the $45 price
Pat's Acres Racing Complex
Please contact Steve Millard if 
interested
http://patsacres.com

      Thank you Steve for this great idea!
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https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/shape-of-speed/?utm_source=Portland+Art+Museum+&+NW+Film+Center+List&utm_campaign=399b4f2efd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3c144f6fc8-399b4f2efd-82089233
https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/shape-of-speed/?utm_source=Portland+Art+Museum+&+NW+Film+Center+List&utm_campaign=399b4f2efd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3c144f6fc8-399b4f2efd-82089233
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Norton Bits NOVEMBER MEETING

Don’t forget Saturday November 3th.,

11:00 am, is oNe’s next general meeting held at 

the Horse Brass Pub, 4534 SE Belmont St,

Portland, OR 97215.


Horse Brass directions: click HERE.
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This a well thought out and well written summary of 
the industry back in the day. I worked my way 
through Engineering school at a BSA shop, and then 
was the first paid employee of a Honda shop in Ann 
Arbor. I was very impressed with the precision of the 
"cheap" Japanese bikes. My first MC was a basket 
case 1947 Harley and my second was was basket case 
Cushman, so I had experienced American "quality" as 
well. 

Honda of Ann Arbor started selling Nortons, 
Velocettes, Ducati, Moto Guzzi, Montesa, and Ossa. 
The owner, Bob Taylor, was an anal retentive 
engineer and we virtually rebuilt every non-Honda 
that we sold. (As an aside, Honda distributed Jeeps 
and Cessnas in Japan for many years and re-
manufactured every on they sold -- taking a week to 
prep a Jeep for sale). I was in touch with all the 
distributors to get whatever inside information I could 
get. Our Spanish bikes didn't seize up routinely due to 
porous castings like other dealers', the Italian bikes 
we sold had most electrical problems fixed before 
they stranded the owners, we figured out why Honda 
50s and 150s had weak crankshafts and cautioned the 
owners how to avoid expensive repairs (Hondas were 
not perfect -- I was national parts manager at 

American Honda and we sold more 150 crankshafts 
than we sold of that model; ie. over 100 % failure 
rate), and you all will understand that the British 
bikes we sold were un-fixable for a reasonable cost 
for the dealer, so they leaked -- we warned every 
buyer, but they still leaked and the owners were very 
vocal about the problems they experienced. Our 
service manager had a BMW and even its" quality 
was a problem when he carefully blue-printed it 
before leaving for a trip around the US and Candada 
-- phone calls to keep touch were filled with his 
travails with the BMW. I raced Zundapps, Matchless 
singles, Montesas and Hondas. I could keep the 
German, Spanish, and Hondas on the track with only 
routine rebuilds, but the Matchless family always 
seized lightly after rebuilds to factory specs, required 
a tear down to polish the scuff marks off the pistons 
(and then they rattled but were fast -- but it was 
sometimes problematic to race left side shifts and 
right side shifts during a day at the races). 
  
I was raised in Flint and my father was in skilled 
trades at Buick. I learned about automotive repairs 
fixing my Fords, Nashs, and Chevrolets and often 
toured the Buick and Chevrolet factories because our 
teachers in High School were always trying to 
dissuade us from going to work in factories for quick, 
good pay rather than going on to college (my best 
friend in school went directly into Chevrolet for a 
wage that it took me 9 years of college and 20 years 
in management to equal) so they took us on school 
trips to the foundry and shop floor in early June to see 
the working conditions that came with the high pay, 
and it certainly made an impression '--- but only 28 
out of a graduating class of over 600 got college 
degrees. The working conditions in the American 
Auto industry, combined with the quality of 
machinery back then allowed the imports to easily 
exceed the American quality. So the quality of most 
American vehicles (MC and automobiles) was far 
short of today and short o f buyer expectations.We 

won a lot of sales contests at Honda of Ann Arbor and 
award trips to Honda factories in Japan (and later in 
Ohio)blew us away when compared to the US 
factories. Award trips England blew us away that the 
MC factories there were worse than the US factories, 
with crude and tired machinery and miserable 
working conditions (more like the US industry when 
Ford "invented" the assembly line early in the 20th 
century). 

One of my early professional jobs was quality control 
manager of a parts supplier to Ford and GM. The 
specs of many parts were impossible to achieve (+ or 
- .005 on the length of a 30 inch long rubber hose) 
and the components that were received from GM to 
include in our assemblies for them were out of spec 
when we received them. The industry was so bad that 
our cars for a while were almost as bad as Italian, 
French, and British cars. I took a graduate course 
with Dr. William Demming, the father of quality 
control, and we all realized that it would be a long, 
uphill battle to improve quality in the US products. 
Dr. Demming coached the Japanese in QC when he 
was ignored by the US automakers during and after 
WW2, and the turn-around in Japanese quality in the 
50's was the beginning of their assault on the US 
automobile market (and the world's MC market). 
Look at the difference between Honda's first late 50's 
MCs vs their bikes in the early 60's to see what "will" 
and government support can do in a short time.  

In short, there was an incredible lack of quality in the 
MC world for many, many years -- when our vintage 
bikes were produced. I have worked on 40's German 
bikes (NSU, Zundapp and BMW) and they had it 
almost right -- but it took challenges by the Japanese 
years later to motivate the rest of the MC world to 
produce quality products. 
Sorry I rambled. 

Best regards, Wally Weir

Norton Bits WALLY WEIR
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Wally Weir
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Introducing oNe member, Paul Sherbo  
By Mike Roberts 

For quite some time I had been trying to diagnose 
a problem with my ’71 High Rider which I have 
owned for over 40 years. If the bike was parked for 
some period of time, say a day or so, I was greeted 
with a blue cloud of smoke coming out of the right 
cylinder upon start up. Not a pretty sight, and 
when other people were around it was enough to 
make me feel like tucking my tail between my legs 
and puttering away in embarrassment.  

Quite a bit of time was spent trying to figure out 
what was wrong. Once the cloud cleared after 
about 30 seconds or so, all seemed fine. The bike 
certainly wasn’t using more oil than normal, and it 
ran fine. Even the plug on the cylinder that was 
smoking didn’t seem like it was fouling, at least  

not more than the other cylinder. I am almost bald 
and scratching my head in bewilderment wasn’t 
fixing the problem, and certainly wasn’t helping 
the receding hair line.  

I suspected a valve guide or valve seal, especially 
since the smoking disappeared shortly after start 
up. A local Portland mechanic who specializes in 
British bikes agreed that the problem seemed in 
the head. He recommended servicing it. That was a 
little frustrating to hear, especially since the entire 
upper cylinder had been rebuilt about 4 or 5 
thousand miles previously. After the new complete 
rebuild, the problem seemed better, at least at first, 
but shortly thereafter came back with a vengeance. 
Rats!!  

Disappointment was not the right word to express 
my sentiments. An anti-siphon valve was installed 
in the oil line at the recommendation of the 
mechanic. That was no help at all, and more than 
$880 dollars later, the mechanic was somewhat 
sympathetic, but more or less threw his arms up 
and shrugged he shoulders. Sorry, he said.  

By this time my frustration was building, but I 
kept riding my bike until one day on freeway on 
the way to a club meeting, the old girl dropped a 
valve. The motor didn’t seize but I quickly shut it 
down and headed to the side of the road, stranded 
for the first time in over 40 years of riding my 
trustworthy steed. What to do now? Enter club 
member Mike Roberts who suggested that I might 
want to have the bike looked at by a local 
mechanic he knew. I took the bike to Johnny at 
Johnny’s Motorcycle repair in Vancouver, WA. In 
short order, Johnny diagnosed the problem, and 
fortunately the damage was minor, limited to the  

piston and of course the valve. 

At the same time, Johnny found the problem with 
the smoking cylinder. The original upper cylinder 
rebuild that was done by another local mechanic 
was faulty. The overbore was only .010 over, and 
that was clearly not enough. There was still some 
roughness in the cylinder walls, which ultimately 
caused ring failure. Johnny told me that I may 
have only been getting some smoke on start up at 
the time of the valve failure, but the worst was yet 
to come. And while we couldn’t point to exactly 
why the engine dropped a valve, the fact that the 
head had been serviced less than 1 thousand miles 
before the failure brought on suspicion of the parts 
used in the head rebuild.  

Fast forward to a few weeks later, and Johnny 
completed the repair. All has been well since. I am 
probably gambling some with the lower end, in 
that it has 28K miles on it. Perhaps we should have 
rebuilt that at the same time, but Johnny said it 
seemed solid, and we elected to stick with doing 
the upper cylinder only, going .040 on the 
overbore. I am very pleased with Johnny’s work 
and looking forward to the winding roads of this 
coming summer and many more club outings.  

I guess the moral of the story is KNOW YOUR 
MECHANIC. I am blessed to be a member of the 
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts where I can say the 
spirit of being there for each other is more than 
alive and well, it is flourishing. The resources we 
share and help offered for any need are what 
makes being part of this great club so very special. 

Norton Bits MEMBERS PROFILE

Paul Sherbo
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My Norton Story 

Paul Sherbo’s 71 Commando  
Gets a New Set of Lungs



Norton Bits TECH SESSION
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Introducing oNe member, Chuck Risser  
By Mike Roberts 

My 1962 Norton 650 Manxman/650 SS 
By Chuck Risser 

My best friend Jim Pieper, always had a 
knack for finding nuggets in the classifieds. 
He found this 1962 Norton 650 Manxman/
650SS in a barn in Eastern Oregon in the 
mid-seventies. It ran but looked like it had 
seen a lot of off-road work around the farm. 
Jim always intended to restore it, but never 
got around to it and it ended up languishing 
in his dirt basement for 15 years. I talked 

him into selling it to me in 1991. I restored 
it and was able to show it to him before he 
was killed in an industrial accident a few 
years later. 

Bob Dart of Portland did a complete frame 
up restoration including bodywork and 
paint. All the chrome bits had to be redone. 
It kicked over okay, but needed to be re-
bored out to .060 over with new pistons and 
rings. The Amals were stuck but fixable. 
The forks needed new seals. The 
competition magneto had a strong spark 
after a good cleaning and a new set of points 
was added. The gearbox was in bad shape; 
several gears had to be replaced. The lower 
end got new bearings, as did the wheels. 
New Primary and drive chains were 
installed. 

The seat was recovered as close to original 
as possible by Bright Auto Upholstery in 
southeast Portland. We decided on silver and 
black as these were the original English 
colors. Models imported to the US were 
painted several different colors. Mine was 
originally a robins-egg blue throughout. 

The bike was 90% there when I bought it 
with a big box of extra parts. Most of the 
various parts like switch gear, springs, gears, 
valves, air cleaner parts, cables, lamps, 
grips, bearings, etc. that we needed came 
from the Sandy Bandit along with a lot of 
good advice. I still need the original flat 

bars, rubber tank knee pads, two passenger 
pegs with rubbers and the Norton will be 
finished.  

Riding the bike is a trip as it’s a definite 
head turner. It’s really long-legged; slow off 
the line, but comes into it’s own at high rpm. 
Handling has a real solid feel through 
corners and the brakes seem adequate. It 
starts easy, usually two kicks. There is no 
choke. I seized the motor last summer at the 
Pacific Rim Rally, and replaced the two 
domed pistons with flat 8.9 to 1 pistons. It 
runs a heck of a lot better and the pinging 
disappeared. With today’s lousy gas, I would 
definitely recommend the low-compression 
pistons. 

My Norton Currently has 14,000 original 
miles on it. I have been a member of the 
Norton Club since 1994.

Norton Bits MEMBERS PROFILE

Chuck Risser
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Norton Bits MOTORCYCLE APART
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Me when I have my mc apart!! 

(provided by Brock Sorensen)

— Best In Class — 
This is the earliest documented Commando.



Norton Bits OAKS PARK

 16Oaks Park 2018 
Photo. unknown



Norton Bits NORTON HISTORY
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Introducing oNe member, Jeff Marsh  
By Mike Roberts 

Meet Jeff Marsh

Here we have Jeff with his 1971 Norton Commando, 
purchased two years ago from an ex-oNe member. 
Jeff’s Norton has a 3 phase alternator, Hagon 
Shocks, and a “Nasty Indian made petrol tank”.  Jeff 
also owns a 1972 BSA B50 and a 2004 Triumph 
Bonneville T-110

Jeff took a 27 year hiatus from motorcycling and then 
after buying his BSA, he acquired his Norton 
“because I wanted to be able to keep up without 
damaging my hearing”.

Norton Bits MEMBERS PROFILE

Jeff Marsh
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Preferred Vender List 
We are starting  a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as 
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Norton Bits VENDER RESOURCE
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Motorcycle Riding Training Event
      Date TBD 
      We need at least 12 riders to get the $45 price
      Pat's Acres Racing Complex
      Please contact Steve Millard if interested
      http://patsacres.com

      Thank you Steve for this great idea!

Quality Sandblasting Inc. is run by Richard 
Duffield.  Blasting took only 2 days to get done, 
work was perfect and Richard is an up front pro to 
deal with.  As an example, my frame and 5 pieces 
cost $85. Obviously each job might be quoted 
differently.  Very professional place to do business 
with and very friendly.  Highly recommended. 

Blakely Powder Coating does first rate show 
quality powder coating.  Owner Bret Blakely does 
all kinds of bike and auto show quality work.  My 
Norton frame and pieces came out absolutely flat 
(zero orange peel), shiny and deep black powder 
coating job. Service is fast, dependable and very 
reasonable in cost plus Bret is a very nice person 
to deal with.  Five Stars for this company. Third 
experience with different items with this company 
so good track record.  Tell him you are in the 
Norton Club. 

Oregon City company that does aluminum and stainless steel polishing. They do good 
work and they are fairly prompt and are reasonable in cost.  Pieces polished to a very 
high quality like chrome in appearance.  No returned phone calls, no call when part is 
finished. 

This company is offering LED headlight and rear 
taillight  and speedo/tach bulbs.  Headlight can be 
either neg or pos ground, no modification.

mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=Business%20Card%20for%20Venders%20Page
http://patsacres.com/


Norton Bits VENDER RESOURCE

This company is offering LED headlight and rear 
taillight  and speedo/tach bulbs.  Headlight can be 
either neg or pos ground, no modification.  Scroll 
down on headlight to find tail lights and further 
down for the instrument bulbs.  However they are 
sold out of the headlight pos ground bulb.  They 
said will have more in about 1-2 weeks.  I see that 
they are made in Taiwan,. maybe by Emgo??  I am 
getting the full set for my bike when they are 
available.  Note that headlight bulb takes an 
original or new Lucas unit account of stock bulb 
attachment.  No halogen type wire clip setup.  My 
bike came with an original Lucas lamp so the LED 
bulb will fit right in, plug and play. 

Classic British Spares 
www.classicbritishspares.com 
Sales@classicbritishspares.com 

Info provided by Denny Torgeson 

Baisley Hi-Performance is a worldwide 
performance specialist focused on delivering the 
ride you desire from street performance to race 
winning specializations. 

Located in Portland Oregon, USA.  We have 
developed and delivered performance 
enhancements since 1973. 

Baisley Hi-Performance 
5511 N. Interstate Ave. 
Portland, OR 97217 
Telephone  
(503) 289-1251 
baisleyhp@aol.com
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LED Headlight 
& Taillight Bulbs

Dan Baisley High 
Performance Heads

Preferred Vender List 
We are starting  a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as 
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

G. Kraus photos


G. Kraus photos


https://www.classicbritishspares.com/search?q=led
mailto:Sales@classicbritishspares.com
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=Business%20Card%20for%20Venders%20Page


 

Wanted: 

• Dave Friesen is looking for an 850 pre-MKIII Oil Pump.

davefriesen@mac.com


• Mike Tyler is (always) looking for any old school cool 
Norton/Triumph//BSA/Vincent signs and other interesting 
vintage motorcycle memorabilia for his "man cave" garage.

mike.tyler@nike.com, 503-206-1620


FREE I have a large supply of 140W Gear Oil to share with 
anyone that wants to replace the oil in the rear swing arm.  I 
also have a syringe with plastic tubing to install it with.  It 
takes very little to fill it up.  During riding and siting, the 
swing arm tends to loose it's oil.  When was the last time 
you checked yours?  I bought this gear oil from Moss 
Motors in California. Only place I could find that did not 
want to sell you a 50 gallon drum of it!  Came in liter 
container.  Apparently this grade of gear oil is used in MG 
TC transmissions.  Call me at 503 704 1800 if you want to 
use it (no charge of course).  Dennis


Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

Please note: you can have your free ad on these pages. Send in your ad today! We welcome submissions of topical editorial material, and non commercial buy-sell-trade Norton-related ads are free for members. Contact the editor for details, or better yet, just send your ad and we’ll let you know if there’s a problem. If you sold your item please let me know.

Contact the editor if your 
item has sold!

Photo B. Sorensen.
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Free: 

mailto:davefriesen@mac.com?subject=
mailto:mike.tyler@nike.com?subject=
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20Info
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20Info
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mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
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mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.
mailto:gekraus@comcast.net?subject=oNe%20Newsletter%20want%20ad%20has%20Sold.


 

Wanted: 

Wanted: oNe more Norton for the road, 

Retiring guy of many trades seeking his 
"Thumper" bucket list. She would be as old as 
he is (1973) or a likeable gold-digger (1980).  
Please no older ladys under 1973, they are just 
too skilled in there ways. I must admit to 
preferring heavier women (850cc) but would 
love a average woman (750cc) the same.  

Character is a lot in my book so if she is from a 
bad home or not ,I will always care for her 
equally. If she is missing a part or two, well---
we all are and is always welcome in my home 
too.  

 
Jaime Perpinan  

541-346-2488 

Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

“Hay Jaime — See 
the next ad!”
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For Sale: 
Hey guys-  Could you circulate this Norton in your groups 
to see if we can find it a good home and help brother 
James out?  I’ve looked at and ridden the bike.  James has 
it accurately represented.  It needs a light and easy carb 
clean and the brakes adjusted to achieve full brake 
capability.  I’d have no reservations in buying it.  Interested 
parties can call me as well as James.  Thanks for helping 
out!!  Best, Brock. 503-880-3383.

  

1971 Norton 750 Commando 6,500 original miles, Runs 
and Rides very well. Always garaged and well maintained. 
All mechanical work gone through by Phil Radford. Also, I 
purchased an original air cleaner/air filter and few other 
bits.


Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE
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The Pillion

Jeff Marsh photos
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DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMAN’S RIDE


