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oNe group ride in the Washington Columbia Gorge. Photo, Ronnie Azma.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Small Print
A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the third issue of the 2019 Norton
Bits! This is our summer edition. We publish
the Bits newsletter four times a year, January,
April, July, and October. If you have something
Norton related please send it to me before
those publication dates.

the Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club (oNe). It
will be published quarterly throughout the
year in PDF format and may be downloaded
from the club’s website oregonnorton.org.

O

We welcome submissions of topical editorial
material, and non-commercial buy-sell-trade
Norton-related ads are free for members.
Contact the editor for details, or better yet,
just send your ad and we’ll let you know if
there’s a problem.

We had a great ride on the Washington side of
the Gorge organized and led by Denny
Torgeson on his newly restored Commando.
We visited a good friend of his who has a
wonderful collection of highly desirable race
bikes and cars. If you made the ride then you
know what a great collection we had the
privilege to visit. I covered over 250 miles from
my house. Thank You Denny for a great
planned event. Denny promises the next ride
will be a bit shorter—130-150 mi.
The next meeting is July 6th, 11:am at the
Horse Brass Pub. Show up a little earlier and
kick some tires.
Cheers,

George Kraus
Editor
oregonnorton.org
gekraus@comcast.net

If you haven’t paid your dues for
2019 do the right thing—support
your club!
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:

The Norton Bits encourages any and all
submissions of either articles or photos of
Norton content for future issues. Articles
should be submitted in a common type font,
MS Word format (.doc), or as text in the body
of an email. Keep formatting to a minimum, no
tabs, indents, etc. Bullets, numbers and letters
are okay but don’t indent them. A single space
after each sentence is preferable to two and
double returns between paragraphs. Photos
should be in JPEG (.jpg) format. Thanks.
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts Monthly meetings
are held at the Horse Brass Pub at 45th and
SE Belmont on the first Saturday of each
month at 11am.

ABOUT oNe

Please send dues to:
Sam Justice
610 SW Alder Street
Suite 1000
Portland, OR 97205
For the latest information check out our
Facebook page for events and pictures.

oNe MEMBERSHIP LIST

Although located in Oregon, oNe welcomes
members from the Pacific Northwest and
around the world.

N

Summer is oﬀ to a fast start and looks to be
plenty busy in the months ahead. We have
several events planned so check the calendar
for the schedule.

NORTON BITS is the oﬃcial newsletter of

Oregon Norton Enthusiasts was founded in
2010 and is a chapter of the International
Norton Owners Association. Membership
dues are $10 per year and are due annually in
January.

LINKS

1. International Norton Owners
Association (INOA)
2. Norton Owners Club (NOC)
3. Northwest Norton Owners (NWNO)
4. Facebook
5. Fair Spares America
6. Old Britts
7. Norton Access Forum
8. Yahoo Group
9. Norton Owners Club (UK)

10. Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists
11. Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts
12. Northern California Norton Owners
Club
13. LeMay America's Car Museum,
Tacoma
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More Small Print

IMPORTANT LINKS

Club Newsletter:
Norton Bits
This is our club’s oﬃcial Club
Newsletter: you can access present
and past issues of the oNe newsletter
Norton Bits here.
Club Website:
Oregon Norton
This is our club’s oﬃcial website. It's
our "shop window" and contains basic
information about the club, events and
aﬃliations. Ronnie Azma is the website
administrator. The Norton Bits
newsletter editor is George Kraus and
quarterly issues are uploaded and
available on the website at Oregon
Norton.
Facebook Page:
CLICK HERE
This is our club’s social media
page. Here, you'll find pictures, club
event notices and other "what's
happening now" news and snapshots.
Dave Friesen and Mike Tyler are
administrators of the Facebook page.
Yahoo Email Group and Email
Distribution list:
IN PROGRESS
This is our club’s email group. A Yahoo
group can be used more
comprehensively than for just email,
but it works well for our email
exchanges.

oNe Washington ride, Klickitat River. G. Kraus photo.

Email distribution list:
CLICK HERE
This is our club’s email list and the
most common way of sharing
information with club members.
Everyone who has subscribed to the
Yahoo group above is automatically
entered into this email distribution list.
We have also been blind-copying
everyone entered into this email
distribution list. we have also been
blind-copying everyone the Yahoo
group. Blind-copying means that no
one else can see your personal email
address whenever we send an email. If
you haven't done so already, I would
recommend that you join the Yahoo

group, so that you don't miss out on
emails from other club members who
don't have your personal email
address. One important thing to note is
that we take our Internet security
protocols very seriously. Dave Friesen
and Mike Tyler are the administrators
of the Yahoo email group.
Norton Videos:
The club has a number of Norton
videos in DVD and electronic format for
loan. Please ask Mike Tyler for an
inventory of the videos.
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The Rider’s Seat A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
engine and documenting every step of the way. We’re looking
forward to seeing Dave’s Yellow Peril bike on the road again soon.
Ronnie continues to fine-tune his 1948 ES2 and it’s really coming
together. It’s starting and running just fine and needs a few jobs to
make it safe and roadworthy. Just this week, Ron Cook got his 1971
running again after a couple of years and it looks and sounds
awesome.
George is working on a new project. It’s a very special Ducati for
one of his customers. We hope to see some pictures as the project
unfolds.
Dennys ride up the Columbia Gorge. Photo Mike Tyler.

From the Rider's Seat:
Some highlights of the summer
I hope everyone is having a great summer. It feels like we wait so
long for it to arrive and then it’s on it us before we know it! We have
had some terrific riding weather already and I hope everyone has
had the opportunity to get out and ride. The highlight of the year so
far was the Trout Lake ride with many thanks to Dennis Torgeson
who arranged the whole event.
We’ve also seen a good increase in the number club members and
welcome all to the Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club!
Al Bacon recently completed a CNW single Mikuni carburetor
conversion and his bike is now running better than ever. Dave
Friesen has been busy rebuilding his Combat engine after a
catastrophic failure 3 years ago. He is meticulously rebuilding the

Congratulations Jeff for getting your Triumph running again. It
looked great at the recent club meeting.
Special thanks to Mike Roberts for organizing the latest in a series of
profiles of our club members and their motorcycles. Mike’s own
“refurbished” Commando looked stunning outside the Horse Brass
pub last month.
Please check out the club website for articles and also a link to a
YouTube Playlist where you will find a collection of movies captured
from our club events. [oregonnorton.org]
As always, please let us know if you have any ideas for Norton or
other vintage motorcycle-related events that you think the guys will
enjoy.
Happy riding!
Mike Tyler, oNe President
http://oregonnorton.org/2019/
mjtt110@iCloud.com
503-206-1620
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EVERY MONTH:
oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly
club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on the
first Saturday at 11am. See Page 9 for more
details.
2019 oNe EVENTS CALENDAR
January 2019:
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
25th & 26th Portland Motorcycle Film
Festival.
February 2019:
2rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
8th-10th ONE Motorcycle Show.
March 2019:
2rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
15th OVM Annual Banquet at the Milwaukie
Elks Lodge.
April 2019:
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
20st 12:00pm: The 2018 OVM Spring Business
Meeting will be held at the Homeplace
Restaurant at 1080 N 1st St, Silverton OR
97381.
May 2019:
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
18th OVM Ride. Corvallis, OR.
19th OVM Show & Swapmeet. Corvallis,
OR.
June 2019:
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 2019:
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
August 2019:
3th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
4th OVM Oaks Park Picnic. Portland, OR
TBA OVM Batwater Station Ride and picnic
lunch on the Columbia river
TBA Mods Vs. Rockers Ride. See See’s:
1642 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, Oregon
97232 https://www.facebook.com/
events/267833566924232/
September 2019:
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
Motorcycle Day at Cars and Coﬀee at
World of Speed, 8-10 am
6th, 7th & 8th Labor Day Weekend ABFM
(All British field meet)

OTHER EVENTS BEING CONSIDERED
FOR 2019
TBA Tech sessions
TBA World of Speed Museum events.

Please note: Please feel free to
s u b m i t v i n t a g e m o t o rc y c l e
events for the Bits.

More details at: http://abfm-pdx.com/2019
TBA DGR (Distinguished Gentlemen's Ride)

Please submit copy material in a
common type font, MS Word
format (.doc), or as text in the
body of an email. Photos and
drawings should be in a JPEG
format. Thank you!

October 2019:
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

Please send to George Kraus
gekraus@comcast.net

November 2019:
2th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
December 2019:
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
7th Holiday Party (Jeﬀ Marsh)
26th Boxing Day celebration
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MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
Get To Know Mike Tyler
Story and photos by Mike Roberts

Mike in his “redecorated” garage

Nice collection! and growing.

Mike’s first motorcycle was an NVT (Norton Villiers Triumph) 49cc
Easy Rider moped. Other bikes included a BSA D175 Bantam, AJS
350cc 16MS, Royal Enfield 250 Crusader Sport, and a series of many
others. Mike has been a gear head all his life, starting with bicycle
repairs in his youth. He and his father would go to the dump and find old
frames that he would take home and build into complete bicycles. He
would then sell them in the classified ads saving the money for his
motorcycle bank account.
Mike Tyler hails from Lancashire in the north of England and then later

in life his family moved to Scarborough, North Yorkshire where he met
his wife Jane at the doctor’s office where she worked. A year or so later,
they were married and eventually they went on a road trip in the United
States focusing on the national parks of the west. They were impressed
by the size, space and immensity of America and they fell in love with
the country. When they got back home they felt unsettled because
“everything felt very small”. They had been in their jobs in England for
about ten years where Mike had been working as an IT manager since
1980. Feeling a need for change, Mike and his wife started applying for
jobs in Europe and the United States.
Upon securing an IT consulting job in Dallas, TX, Mike and Jane had
three months to pack up and move. After about a year, Dallas proved to
be too much of a culture shock, so they asked for a transfer to the pacific
northwest. On January 2, 1997, Mike and Jane arrived in Portland during
Continued next page
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MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
Get To Know Mike Tyler
Story and photos by Mike Roberts
Continued from the previous page.

Mike’s current stable also includes a 1974 Norton Commando Mark IIA,
“a barn find” that the Sam Justice learned about in the back of a hobby
shop in 2012, a 1951 Vincent Comet, a 1951 Vincent Rapide, a 2014
Triumph Thruxton, and finally a 1962 Norton Atlas named “Shep” that
he acquired at the Quincy Norton Rally. Shep is destined to become an
all-out café racer. Mike recently acquired the first 650 Norton ever
made, a 1961 Norton Manxman with the serial number 01. Mike is
always looking to add to his collection and is on the lookout for a preunit BSA A10 Super Rocket, Triton or possibly a Gold Star.
Mike came to Oregon Norton Enthusiasts as many of us do, via OVM.
He was introduced to oNe by Ron Cook and Dave Friesen, eventually
becoming club president in 2015.
About seven years ago Mike started a blog on youtube and it has
evolved into the MiTy (an acronym of his name but pronounced Mighty)
Garage channel. Over time, it has evolved into his own unique brand.
Mike creates well-produced and edited videos for his channel that
revolve around motorcycle restorations in his garage, rides and oNe
motorcycle club events. He currently has over 600 videos on his channel
and 2,800 followers. It is recommended that you go
to TheMightyGarage.com and click on the little bell in the upper right
corner to get notifications. Mike publishes a video every Sunday
morning without fail.

Mike and his Commando
Mike’s 1956 Triumph T110 Tiger
one of the City’s worst ice storms. After a short stint at CNF

Transportation, Mike was hired at Nike where he has been for last
twenty years. Mike and Jane have been in their Tigard home the same
length of time and have a 13-year old daughter, Zoe, who is an allAmerican girl with a passion for dancing. Mike and Jane both became
American citizens about ten years ago.
In 2011, Mike acquired his first restoration project, a 1956 Triumph
T110 Tiger. Over the next three years he performed a stunning frame off
nut and bolt restoration. He took the Triumph to OVM’s Corvallis show
in 2013 and won the Dennis Frye President’s Award.
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FROM ACROSS THE POND

For the Love of the Ride &
Commando Adjustable Dampers

The following next
two articles are
from Denny
Torgeson
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FROM
OVM
ACROSS
SPRING
THE
MEET
POND

Thank you Denny Torgeson
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COMMANDO ADJUSTABLE DAMPERS

Thank you Denny Torgeson
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COMMANDO ADJUSTABLE DAMPERS

Thank you Denny Torgeson
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oNe MEETING

Horse Brass Pub Meeting. G. Kraus photo.
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MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
Get To Know Mike Roberts
By Ronnie Azma

camaraderie, which he and I both find to be the most rewarding part of our
great club.
From intrigue that stemmed during our numerous conversations, and email
exchanges filled with found photos of old racers, I’d decided the time was
ripe for me to visit Michael in his own element. Following our June club
meeting at Horse Brass, I joined him for a ride out to his lovely home in
Vancouver to trace his history with automobiles, and to find out what’s
shaped his life. It also didn’t hurt being surrounded by his stunning collection
of motorbikes
Continued next page

Michael Roberts in front of one his favorite motorcycles, the Ducati 750.
History is a temptress. The idea of a time that pre-dates our
present perception is one that always gets the imagination
spinning. Like a kaleidoscope for the mind, images flicker and morph;
cyclical from one fixed point to the next. Places, faces, attitudes, attire,
vehicles - they all permeate the mental landscape. It’s this admiration for the
bygone era that’s become the basis of my friendship with Oregon Norton
Enthusiast member, Michael Roberts. From our initial, brief interactions at
club meetings to more in-depth conversations that transpired at the 2018
INOA Rally in Elma, I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know Michael, along
with many of the fantastic members of the ONE. It has solidified a sense of

Always one to tinker, Michael loves maintaining his stable of bikes.
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MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
Get To Know Mike Roberts
By Ronnie Azma
Continued from previous page

how much he wanted for it?,“ recounts Michael. His friend said, ”Well, what
will you give me?” Michael tossed back, “Well, I just got paid 45 bucks. I'll
give you my check!” The deal was sealed.
An old Navy model of a 1942 Harley Davidson 750 flathead, originally set up
for sidecar and with a side-shifter including a reverse, became Michael’s
vehicle of choice throughout his Senior year in high school. By that next
summer, the allure had ended and he sold it for a profit at $75 and got his first
taste of British iron in the form of a 1952 AJS 500. It also set the precedent
for his whirlwind romances with bikes, leading to ownership of over 50
different motorcycles during the course of his life — and counting. Yet
amongst all the flipping from one to the next, one always remained a bit more
special than the rest.
”When I was at a Junior in high school, my brother Bill was in the army and
he came home on leave with a pocket full of money. He bought a brand new
BSA Gold Star from Floyd Young, who had a dealership in Talent, Oregon.
For safekeeping, he kept it at our grandfather's garage because he didn't want
me screwing around with it. So he stored it in our grandfather's garage, and
went back to North Carolina. Between my Junior and Senior year I was
telling a friend of mine about it.”

Michael Roberts and his current collection of motorcycles
For those of you who don’t know him, Michael Roberts is an unassuming
guy; modest and reserved in his demeanor – methodical in his observations
and practice. His voice has the hint of a 1940’s movie crime boss, while his
mild-mannered expressions couldn’t be less brutish. His excitement is made
apparent when the corners of his mustache turn upward, and on the subject of
an iconic Ducati racer, his eyes glow like that of a kid peering through a
candy store window. However, the seeds of gasoline-powered fascinations
started back in 1958, when the opportunity to purchase a 1942 Harley
Davidson was too good to pass up.
“I was working in the pear orchards in Medford wetting smudge pots and my
paycheck was $45. My friend told me he wanted to sell his Harley, so I asked

His friend said, ”Let's go take it for a ride.” Michale replied, ”Well I don’t
know how to ride a motorcycle.” ”Well, come on, I'll show you how,” insisted
his friend. They went over to his grandfather's house and knocked on the
door. Upon the door opening Michael said, ”Grandfather, I got a letter from
Bill today. And he said it'd be okay if I took his motorcycle out for a ride.
Would you mind?” “No, go ahead!” his grandfather agreed without
question. Michael and his friend went out to the garage and took the bike out.
His friend started it up, Michael jumped on back, and off they went. Together
they rode out somewhere unmemorable and Michael was taught how to ride;
and it was in that moment he caught the bug.
Then one summer day, he went over and snuck the bike out of his
grandfather's garage. He wheeled it out onto the street so it wouldn't make
any noise and rode it home, parking it on the sidewalk in front of the house.
As odds had it, his brother came home on leave that same day and the first
Continued next page.
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MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
Get To Know Mike Roberts
By Ronnie Azma
Continued from previous page

Author’s Note: In
addition to his own
personal pursuits,
Michael is an avid
club member and
responsible for the
fun (and generous)
raffles at our monthly
club meetings. To
learn more about him,
find a quiet spot, grab
a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich and
simply offer him a
half.

Michael is also an accomplished woodworker in his free time
place Bill went to after getting off the bus was his grandfather's house.
Michael’s brother opened up the garage and to his astonishment his bike was
gone. Mystified, Bill went home only to find the BSA sitting in front of the
house, and boy was he miffed.
”He was really pissed, but at any rate, that's the bike that I learned to ride on
and that was a very special bike to me. So like most of us, we want to own
bikes later in life that we owned in our youth or that we were familiar with,”
Michael recounts.
Add to that history the fact that Michael would later fly that very same BSA
out to England, riding it around the course of the Isle of Man for kicks. He
reveled in the history and simultaneously experienced it first hand through all
the bends, the very same that so many TT winners had wound through before.
It makes it easy to see why that bike still lingers in his mind.

But not all of his prized two-wheelers are lamented for sheer sentimental
value. Others, like his once-owned Kenny Dreer Commando, hold a special
place for the feeling it evokes. “It was just the most amazing piece of
machinery I had ever owned, and it was built by Kenny Dreer to begin with.
It was just such a cool looking bike! It was one of those motorcycles — you
get on it and kick it to life and you take it out through the neighborhood,
come back, park it in your garage, hop off and say, now, that's a real man's
motorcycle! There’s just something masculine about it. Something rugged—
rough and tough and powerful and mean, you know… yeah, I just love that
bike.”
His inclination toward buying an elusive Norton Commando, like the one
he’d seen George Kraus craft, led him to sell off a previous model he’d
planned on styling in a similar vein. An article [ad] in The Oregonian led to
the acquisition of the Dreer model, and within a year Michael was surpassing
the competition at the International Cycle Show in Seattle, taking Best of
Show in 1999. The accolades kept pouring in swiftly after, leading him to
rack up a dozen in total during his stint of its ownership.
Michael’s dedication to going after what he wants also allowed him to take an
early retirement. Having spent decades in managerial roles within the
restaurant world, at the age of 46 he came to a crossroads. He realized he
needed to make a change or he’d soon be phased out of his position. Not
content to sit idly by and watch himself become obsolete, he swiftly sold his
home, took the equity from it, along with all his savings and a cash advance
on three credit cards, and opened his own restaurant. Within 13 years time
he’d made that business (and a second) so profitable that he was able to retire
early. It also afforded him the opportunity to refocus back on the things he
loves most: his partner Carol, world travel, wood-working, and a collection of
motorcycles that now occupy his pristine garage. From a bone-stock Honda
Black Bomber to a cafe-styled Suzuki, several pristine Nortons to a fiery red
Ducati, and many more, Michael relishes the chase for finer vehicles. And
though he buys and sells with ease, he recalls his own history of bikes inbetween tinkering on his latest squeeze. Need proof? Just ask to see his
scrapbook of all 52 of the two-wheelers for which he had at once owned the
keys.
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COLUMBIA GORGE RIDE
paddock was filled with a dozen high end, exotic Ducati, MV Agusta
and other Italian race bikes.
Afterwards, Denny took the group to lunch at a roadside cafe and then
on to some backroads that resembled a 30 mile long road race track
with lots of turns and twisties enabling all of us to shake off some
winter dust from our machines. At the end of the ride, we had racked
up nearly 250 miles for the day thus ending a perfect day. We all
agreed that “It doesn’t get ant better than this". Many thanks to Ride
Coordinator Denny Torgeson for organizing this event.

Photo Mike Roberts

Columbia Gorge Ride

Photo Mike Roberts

By Mike Roberts
June 2nd was a beautiful day in Oregon, perfect for a club ride to the
east side of the Columbia Gorge. 14 riders participated with our ride
leader, Denny Torgeson taking us to an undisclosed location, riding
through some of the most spectacular scenery in the Northwest. When
we arrived at our destination, we were rewarded with an opportunity to
view an amazing collection of exotic cars and motorcycles that most
of us can only dream of. Our guest, a former motorcycle and car racer
who requested to remain anonymous, has a 2006 Ford GT, an Ariel
Atom and a Ford Cobra which appeared to be his everyday driver. His
Photo Mike Tyler
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COLUMBIA GORGE RIDE

Photos Mike Tyler
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JULY MEETING

Don’t forget Saturday July 6th.,
11:00 am, is oNe’s next general meeting held at
the Horse Brass Pub, 4534 SE Belmont St,
Portland, OR 97215.

Norton oNe Meeting
Those of you who haven’t paid, Dues for 2019 are NOW PAST DUE!
Do your part to support the club.

Horse Brass directions: click HERE.
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NORTON HISTORY

Thank you Ronnie Azma
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TECH SESSION

Fork work—“The crew.” Ronnies ES2 Norton. Mike Roberts photo.
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GEORGE’S BREAK-IN INSTRUCTIONS

FINAL INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS for RESTORED NORTON MOTORS
(These are instructions/suggestions/tips I provide with all new motors I restore.)
George Kraus Restorations — www.gekrestorations.com

TIPS & INSTRUCTIONS:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Valve clearance has been set. Adjust valves after re-torquing head at 300 miles cold.
Locktite (blue) the three inner primary cover screws to engine case. They are Chaincase Fixing Bolts, 1/4 x 20 x 5/8" long.
Prime oil manifold “intake” before attaching oil line from oil tank!!! Outer line is intake, inner line is return. See attachment for oil line hookup.
Overhead oil line banjo bolts w/copper washers are loosely installed. Be sure when installing overhead oil line that one copper washer is on each
side of banjos and one is between the two banjos on right side of head for double line.
Recommend installing motor by loosely installing gearbox in cradle and connecting motor to cradle and installing cradle to frame and front
isolastic with frame and on its' side. Use moving blanket under all.
Static timing has been set with motor at top-dead-center (T.D.C.) Do not turn motor over as it will change static timing.
Remove green round Boyer circuit board from timing case. Using existing 2 wire wiring-loom—green/yellow and green/white or black/yellow and
black/white (connected to Boyer sending unit), cut off old bullet connectors. Install two wire wiring-loom through hole in back of timing case.
Crimp new red connectors (provided by Boyer) to existing wiring-loom.
Connect Boyer wires to existing wiring-loom. Use small Tie-wrap to fasten wires to points cover posts, so wires don't move.
Replace Boyer circuit board aligning white dot on magnet, through top viewing hole —bottom hole is for Atlas. (Check that motor is still at T.D.C.
before aligning white dot.)
*See Boyer instructions for the above installations and further timing information.
Upon first starting check for return oil to oil tank. It may take a few minutes. Change oil (no need for filter) after the first 100 miles and again at
500 including filter. Change oil 3000 mi or every year.
Use a multi-grade motor oil that has ZDDP (High-zinc). I recommend Valvoline Racing VR1
When running new motor keep motor running freely/lively. Don't let it bog-down or lug. Keep MPH below
50, keep RPM below 3000 for 500 miles.
Re-torque the head at 300 miles, cold.

SUGGESTED MANUALS:

•
•
•

O.E.M., 850-750 Commando Workshop Manual.
O.E.M., 850-750 Commando Parts List.
Haynes, Norton Commando Owners Workshop Manual.
Photo, restored 850 Commando motor for a customer, ready to ship. G. Kraus photo.
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VENDER RESOURCE

Norton Bits
Preferred Vender List

We are starting a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Blakely Powder Coating does first rate show
quality powder coating. Owner Bret Blakely does
all kinds of bike and auto show quality work. My
Norton frame and pieces came out absolutely flat
(zero orange peel), shiny and deep black powder
coating job. Service is fast, dependable and very
reasonable in cost plus Bret is a very nice person
to deal with. Five Stars for this company. Third
experience with different items with this company
so good track record. Tell him you are in the
Norton Club.

Quality Sandblasting Inc. is run by Richard
Duffield. Blasting took only 2 days to get done,
work was perfect and Richard is an up front pro to
deal with. As an example, my frame and 5 pieces
cost $85. Obviously each job might be quoted
differently. Very professional place to do business
with and very friendly. Highly recommended.

This company is offering LED headlight and rear
taillight and speedo/tach bulbs. Headlight can be
either neg or pos ground, no modification.

Vintage Metalworks
Quality metalwork, body and paintwork for
your motorcycle or car.
Rob Benko
(360) 513-0582
This is the guy I use for my restoration paintwork.
George Kraus

Oregon City company that does aluminum and stainless steel polishing. They do good
work and they are fairly prompt and are reasonable in cost. Pieces polished to a very
high quality like chrome in appearance. No returned phone calls, no call when part is
finished.
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LEMAY MOTORCYCLE DAYS

Norton Bits
LeMay Motorcycle Days
by Dave Friesen

cars and was the largest in the world. Today
there are two museums, one is the America's
Car Museum by the Tacoma Dome and is
ran as a non-profit. There are about 350 cars
in that collection and it rotates frequently.
The second facility is at Marymount just
south of Tacoma. Marymount use to be a
military boys school and sits on 80 acres.
I’ve ridden the AHMRA Trials at
Marymount several times. The grounds are
quite nice although the sections can be
challenging. If you attended on the Saturday
before Father’s Day for the trials it’s easy to
observe most of the sections.

Ronnie Azma photo.

From June 13rd-23rd the LeMay Collections
at Marymount held their Motorcycle Days.
The event included a show, vintage trials,
motorcycle soccer and Women’s Motorcycle
Conference on June 15th. The following
weekend (June 22-23rd) had more events
including the Seattle Cossack Stunt Team.
I believe the event at Marymount started in
2014, several years after another show, the
first Meet at the LeMay - America's Car
Museum, began. The Meet failed to keep
going and ended in 2016.
Here’s some background on the LeMay
collection, which although mostly cars does
have a handful of motorcycles. At its peak
the LeMay collection had more than 3,000

Ronnie Azma photo.

If you would like to show your bike there
next year be sure to check out their site.
There is apparently sufficient secure storage
for your both before and after the show.

Dave Friesen photo.

For 2019 Mike, Ronnie and I made the trek
up on Friday June, 14th. While we missed
the weekend events we did have the museum
almost all to ourselves. The show was a little
smaller than previous years. In speaking to
one of the volunteers there he said they are
always looking for more bikes for the show.

Ronnie Azma photo.

Ronnie Azma photo.
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Norton Bits

VENDER RESOURCE

Preferred Vender List
We are starting a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Info provided by Denny Torgeson

LED Headlight
& Taillight Bulbs

Dan Baisley High
Performance Heads

This company is offering LED headlight and rear
taillight and speedo/tach bulbs. Headlight can be
either neg or pos ground, no modification. Scroll
down on headlight to find tail lights and further
down for the instrument bulbs. However they are
sold out of the headlight pos ground bulb. They
said will have more in about 1-2 weeks. I see that
they are made in Taiwan,. maybe by Emgo?? I am
getting the full set for my bike when they are
available. Note that headlight bulb takes an
original or new Lucas unit account of stock bulb
attachment. No halogen type wire clip setup. My
bike came with an original Lucas lamp so the LED
bulb will fit right in, plug and play.

Baisley Hi-Performance is a worldwide
performance specialist focused on delivering the
ride you desire from street performance to race
winning specializations.

Classic British Spares
www.classicbritishspares.com
Sales@classicbritishspares.com

G. Kraus photos

Located in Portland Oregon, USA. We have
developed and delivered performance
enhancements since 1973.
Baisley Hi-Performance
5511 N. Interstate Ave.
Portland, OR 97217
Telephone
(503) 289-1251
baisleyhp@aol.com

G. Kraus photos
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Norton Bits

oNe ACTIVITIES

On the way to the meeting. Mike Tyler photo.
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Buy and Sell

ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

Wanted:
Tyler is (always) looking for any old school cool Norton/
• Mike
Triumph//BSA/Vincent signs and other interesting vintage
motorcycle memorabilia for his "man cave" garage.
mike.tyler@nike.com, 503-206-1620

Free
to oNe
club
Free
to oNe
Members

members:

I have a Pirelli Sport Demon 100/90-18 tire with about
100 miles on it that is available to anyone who needs it.
This tire retails for about $100.00 new. I came from Rick
Chappelles Moto Guzzi dealership and was discarded
because it had a small nail puncture (nail hole is clearly
identified) and can be patched, then used with a tube on
your vintage moto.
Contact Mike Roberts 360-892-5421

Please note: If you are a member in good standing,
i.e. you have paid your $10 dues, you can have your
free ad on these pages. Send in your ad today! We
welcome submissions of topical editorial material,
and non commercial buy-sell-trade Norton-related
ads are free for members. Contact the editor for
details, or better yet, just send your ad and we’ll let
you know if there’s a problem. If you sold your item
please let me know.

Contact the editor if your
item has sold!
Free tires to a paid member.
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The Pillion

Thank you Ronnie Azma

THE BACK SEAT

you Denny
ThankThank
you Ronnie
AzmaTorgeson
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