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O

REGON NORTON
 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the fourth issue of the 2019 
Norton Bits! This is our fall edition. We publish 
the Bits newsletter four times a year, January, 
April, July, and October. If you have something 
Norton related  please send it to me before 
those publication dates.  

Where did the summer go? It seems we were 
just getting started adding events to our 
calendars and then whoosh, gone. Well not 
completely gone. We hopefully still have some 
early cool October riding days ahead. 

Mike Roberts organized a work party over at 
Ronnie‘s place for a garage renewal project. 
Many thanks to Jim Hathaway, Sam Justice, 
Jeff Marsh, Steve Millard, Mike Roberts, Mike 
Tyler, and yours truly G. Kraus who showed up 
and provides their skills in electrical, 
carpentry, insulation, and sheetrock. 


I will miss the October meeting as I will be at 
the Barber Vintage Festival https://
barberracingevents.com/barber-vintage-
festival/. See you in November.


The next meeting is October 5th, 11:am at the 
Horse Brass Pub. Show up a little earlier and 
kick some tires.  

NORTON BITS is the official newsletter of 
the Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club (oNe). It 
will be published quarterly throughout the 
year in PDF format and may be downloaded 
from the club’s website oregonnorton.org.


We welcome submissions of topical editorial 
material, and non-commercial buy-sell-trade 
Norton-related ads are free for members. 
Contact the editor for details, or better yet, 
just send your ad and we’ll let you know if 
there’s a problem.


NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:

The Norton Bits encourages any and all 
submissions of either articles or photos of 
Norton content for future issues. Articles 
should be submitted in a common type font, 
MS Word format (.doc), or as text in the body 
of an email. Keep formatting to a minimum, no 
tabs, indents, etc. Bullets, numbers and letters 
are okay but don’t indent them. A single space 
after each sentence is preferable to two and 
double returns between paragraphs. Photos 
should be in JPEG (.jpg) format. Thanks. 

Oregon Norton Enthusiasts Monthly meetings 
are held at the Horse Brass Pub at 45th and 
SE Belmont on the first Saturday of each 
month at 11am.


ABOUT oNe 
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts was founded in 
2010 and is a chapter of the International 
Norton Owners Association. Membership 
dues are $10 per year and are due annually in 
January. 


Please send dues to: 
Sam Justice

610 SW Alder Street

Suite 1000

Portland, OR 97205

For the latest information check out our 
Facebook page for events and pictures. 


oNe MEMBERSHIP LIST 
Although located in Oregon, oNe welcomes 
members from the Pacific Northwest and 
around the world.


LINKS 
1.  International Norton Owners 

Association (INOA)  
2.  Norton Owners Club (NOC) 
3.  Northwest Norton Owners (NWNO) 
4.  Facebook 
5.  Fair Spares America 
6.  Old Britts 
7.  Norton Access Forum 
8.  Yahoo Group 
9.  Norton Owners Club (UK)  

10.  Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists  
11.  Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts  
12.  Northern California Norton Owners 

Club  
13.  LeMay America's Car Museum, 

Tacoma

The Small Print FROM THE EDITOR
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Cheers, 

George Kraus 

Editor

oregonnorton.org

gekraus@comcast.net
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Club Newsletter:

Norton Bits

This is our club’s official Club 
Newsletter: you can access present 
and past issues of the oNe newsletter 
Norton Bits here. 

Club Website:

Oregon Norton

This is our club’s official website. It's 
our "shop window" and contains basic 
information about the club, events and 
affiliations. Ronnie Azma is the website 
administrator. The Norton Bits 
newsletter editor is George Kraus and 
quarterly issues are uploaded and 
available on the website at Oregon 
Norton.


Facebook Page:

CLICK HERE

This is our club’s social media 
page. Here, you'll find pictures, club 
event notices and other "what's 
happening now" news and snapshots. 
Dave Friesen and Mike Tyler are 
administrators of the Facebook page.

 

Yahoo Email Group and Email 
Distribution list:

IN PROGRESS

This is our club’s email group. A Yahoo 
group can be used more 
comprehensively than for just email, 
but it works well for our email 
exchanges.

 


Email distribution list: 
CLICK HERE

This is our club’s email list and the 
most common way of sharing 
information with club members. 
Everyone who has subscribed to the 
Yahoo group above is automatically

entered into this email distribution list. 
We have also been blind-copying 
everyone entered into this email 
distribution list. we have also been 
blind-copying everyone the Yahoo 
group. Blind-copying means that no 
one else can see your personal email 
address whenever we send an email. If 
you haven't done so already, I would 
recommend that you join the Yahoo


group, so that you don't miss out on 
emails from other club members who 
don't have your personal email 
address. One important thing to note is 

that we take our Internet security 
protocols very seriously. Dave Friesen 
and Mike Tyler are the administrators 
of the Yahoo email group.


Norton Videos: 
The club has a number of Norton 
videos in DVD and electronic format for 
loan. Please ask Mike Tyler for an 
inventory of the videos.

More Small Print IMPORTANT LINKS

Geoff and Sandra in the California Redwoods 2005. G. Kraus photo.
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Sadly, the summer seems to be coming to an abrupt end. What a 
tremendous summer we’ve had this year with very little rain and some 
beautiful riding days.  
 
We’ve had several really enjoyable events but it feels nice in some way for 
the gloomier weather to arriving, so that we can return to our garage projects 
without feeling too guilty.  
 
Welcome our new club members. It’s very nice to meet you and we hope 
that you will continue to attend and bring your bikes. 
 
Here are a few recent updates from our club members. 
It was great to hear Frank’s Norton Commando is back on the road again 
following a few carburetor issues.  How fun it was to see his Commando 
parked in stark contrast next to the jet turbine motorcycle at the World Of 
Speed recently.   
 
It sounds like good progress was made at Ronnie‘s place with his recent 
garage project. Many thanks to Mike Roberts and Jim Hathaway for all their 
help.  

 
Thank you Ronnie for organizing the incredible new design for the this year‘s 
T-shirts and hoodies. Most have been handed out but I still have a few 
remaining and a few spares left. 
 
Ron Cook’s Commando is now back on the road again. It looks and sounds 
terrific. It has been several years since it last ran. 
 
Dave Friesen and I hope you enjoyed the recent YouTube mini-series on the 
rebuild of his 1972 Norton Combat Commando.  Following a catastrophic 
failure, Dave purchased a replacement engine and set about rebuilding it 
during the past few months. You’ll find the mini-series of his videos and 
plenty of others on our club’s website. 
 
I’m turning my attention back to the Norton Manxman project in the garage 
and making good progress so far. It’s going to be a bigger project than 
anticipated, but aren’t they all!  I hope to be able to share some of the 
progress as part of the restoration project.  
 
We had a really enjoyable time at the recent motorcycle day at Portland 
Cars and Coffee at the World of Speed in Wilsonville, Oregon.  
 
Now that the good weather is drawing to a close, we are hoping to resume 
work and some of our club members bikes as part of tech sessions. Please 
get in touch with me if you have a particular project that you think the guys 
might enjoy participating in. I’m sure that Jeff will bring the whitworth 
hammers! 
 
And as always, please do let us know if you hear of any other motorcycle 
related events or activities that might be of interest. 
 
Finally, an appeal for our non-Commando owners! If you have a different 
model Norton, we’d love to hear from you!  Approximately 80% of our clubs 
bikes are Commandos and it would be a thrill to learn more about some of 
the other models.
 

Happy riding!

Mike Tyler, oNe President
http://oregonnorton.org/2019/
mjtt110@iCloud.com
503-206-1620

From the Rider's Seat:
What a tremendous summer...

Mike Tyler‘s Norton Manxman engine on the bench. M Tyler photo.

The Rider’s Seat A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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EVERY MONTH:

oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly 
club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on the 
first Saturday at 11am. See Page 13 for 
more details. 
 

2019 oNe EVENTS CALENDAR

January 2019: 
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

25th & 26th Portland Motorcycle Film 

Festival.


February 2019: 
2rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

8th-10th ONE Motorcycle Show. 

March 2019: 
2rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

15th OVM Annual Banquet at the Milwaukie 

Elks Lodge.


April 2019: 
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

20st 12:00pm: The 2018 OVM Spring Business 

Meeting will be held at the Homeplace 
Restaurant at 1080 N 1st St, Silverton OR 
97381.


May 2019: 
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

18th OVM Ride. Corvallis, OR.

19th OVM Show & Swapmeet. Corvallis, 

OR.


June 2019: 
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

 


July 2019: 
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.


August 2019: 
3th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

4th OVM Oaks Park Picnic. Portland, OR

TBA OVM Batwater Station Ride and picnic 

lunch on the Columbia river

TBA Mods Vs. Rockers Ride. See See’s: 

1642 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, Oregon 
97232 https://www.facebook.com/
events/267833566924232/


September 2019:  
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.


Motorcycle Day at Cars and Coffee at 
World of Speed, 8-10 am 


6th, 7th & 8th Labor Day Weekend ABFM 
(All British field meet)


More details at: http://abfm-pdx.com/2019

TBA DGR (Distinguished Gentlemen's Ride) 

 

October 2019:  
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

 

November 2019: 
2th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 


December 2019: 
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub. 

7th Holiday Party (Jeff Marsh) 

26th Boxing Day celebration


OTHER EVENTS BEING CONSIDERED 
FOR 2019 

TBA Tech sessions

TBA World of Speed Museum events.

Norton Bits CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Please note: Please feel free to 
submit v intage motorcycle 
events for the Bits.  

Please submit copy material in a 
common type font, MS Word 
format (.doc), or as text in the 
body of an email. Photos and 
drawings should be in a JPEG 
format. Thank you! 

Please send to George Kraus 
gekraus@comcast.net
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Get To Know Sam Justice 
Story and photos by Mike Roberts 

Sam Justice has been a member of our Norton Club since 1994  (when it 
was Northwest Norton Owners). Since then he has taken a leadership role 
in the club serving as vice president (NWNO), president (oNe’s first 
president for 8 years) and treasurer for the last 5 years. In addition, Sam is 
the president of Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists. 

As Sam tells it, he was at PIR one weekend in the late nineties for a 
vintage event when he met George Kraus. George was an officer of OVM 
and Sam was an officer of the NWNO. After a little discussion, Sam agreed 
to join OVM if George would join NWNO. The rest is history!

The first time Sam saw a Norton was at the Earl’s Court Show in 1972. It 
was a shiny new Commando and shortly thereafter he acquired his first 
Norton, a 1958 Dominator 88 which he still has in his possession to this 
day. His garage floor is also graced with a 1975 BMW R90/6, a 1967 
Norton Atlas (which he has owned since 2002, restored by George Kraus in 
2014) and a 1975 Commando. He is attracted to Nortons for their excellent 
handling, racing pedigree, mystique and “They are fun to ride”. His 
commando is currently getting a make-over with new paint (Rob Benko), 
graphics and pinstriping (Mitch Kim). Sam has been riding Nortons for 
nearly 50 years!

Continued next page

Norton Bits MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
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Sam with Atlas

Sams collection.



Get To Know Sam Justice 
Story and photos by Mike Roberts 
Continued from the previous page.

Sam grew up on a farm in the Wabash River Valley near Logansport, 
Indiana. His older brother was a working as a motorcycle mechanic the 
summer after graduating college. The older brother came home later that 
summer with a highly modified Honda CL77 and it was on this moto that 
Sam learned to ride at the tender age of 13. 

In 1970, Sam entered Reed College on the recommendation of his brother, 
who was a student at Harvard. Sam had never been to the Northwest and 
had no idea what to expect. While a student at Reed, Sam’s preferred mode 
of transportation was a Yamaha 305 Big Bear Scrambler. After two years at 
Reed, he did a year at University of Keele in Staffordshire, England, on a 

student exchange program. It was here that he bought his Dominator. When 
it came time to leave England, he brought his beloved Norton home with 
him and stored it in Logansport.

Sam came back to Portland at this point and graduated from Reed. During 
his senior year, he tooled around Portland on a 1969 Honda CL450. After 
graduation, he rode the Honda back to Logansport on the “Big Toe Bet”, a 
story that was featured in a previous edition of Norton Bits. A year later Sam 
entered Indiana University in Bloomington where he soon graduated with a 
law degree.

It was at this point in life that Sam remembered how much he enjoyed living 
in the Northwest so he packed up his Rover 2000TC and moved back to 
Portland in 1978. In 1982 he established his own law practice. Then, in 
1983, Sam’s brother was appointed to the bench. Sam spent about a year 
periodically traveling to Logansport to take care of his brother’s law practice.

Continued next page

Norton Bits MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
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Sam and his restored Dominator
Mike’s 1956 Triumph T110 Tiger

His Dominator as purchased



Get To Know Sam Justice 
Story and photos by Mike Roberts 
Continued from the previous page.

This was when he bought his current Commando Mark III for $600 and 
subsequently rode it back to Portland in 4½ days. Also about this time he 
had the Dominator transported to Portland. After many years as a project 
bike, the Dominator was finally restored to its present award winning state 
by George Kraus in 2013.

Sam rode his Commando to the Quincy Rally in 1996 and again in 2016. He 
is thinking about riding back to Indiana for his 50th High School reunion. He 
is a veritable book of knowledge on the subject of Norton motorcycles and 
truly “walks the walk and talks the talk” when dealing with Norton 
motorcycles.

Thank you, Sam, for your service and contributions to our motorcycle clubs.

Norton Bits MEET YOUR FELLOW oNe MEMBERS

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
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Sam’s Atlas

Mike’s 1956 Triumph T110 Tiger

His Dominator as purchased

“walks the walk and 
talks the talk” when 
dealing with Norton 

motorcycles
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Norton Bits INOA MICHIGAN RALLY 2019

It is probably a good thing that I no longer have a trailer (stolen a couple of 
years ago) because I had to choose just one motorcycle to load into the minivan 
for the INOA rally this summer. The Atlas was the obvious choice as it fit well 
in the minivan and was suitable for both the group ride and the concourse. 
Having hauled a bike cross country on a trailer, I appreciate not having to worry 
about it on the road or at night, not to mention the better gas millage. 

The Trip Out 
I left on Friday June 21 amid beautiful Oregon weather and pushed hard along 
the interstate after a brief stop in Hood River to pick up some beer at my 
daughter’s place (have I mentioned I have a son-in-law who brews beer for 
Double Mountain in Hood River?). There was a surprising amount of rain in 
Eastern Oregon, Idaho and Wyoming. I gave up struggling with late night 
driving through a thunderstorm and called it a night just short of Rawlings, 
Wyoming. 

The weather cleared the next morning and I was off again early. I’ve driven 
cross country several times over the last forty years, and the biggest change I 
noticed this time is the proliferation of giant windmills, not just in the Columbia 
Gorge but seemingly everywhere including a place in Indiana where they 
stretched for a far as the eye could see in the flat landscape of Northern Indiana. 
It was also as wet as I’ve ever seen the far west plains and Rocky Mountain 
foothills. The second night I stayed outside Des Moines, Iowa.  
Although the weather was clear as I drove through the central plains, it was clear 
that it had been a very wet spring and early summer. In particular the Illinois 
River was flooded well over its banks and drowning the town where I crossed. 
Everywhere it was clear that the ground was just too wet to plant. Very few 
fields were planted or being prepared for planting. Sunday night I made it to my 
sister’s place in Crawfordsville, Indiana. 

Monday I drove to Logansport, Indiana, my old home town, to visit with my 
surviving brother and help him move into living quarters in the house where 
he’d formerly had his law office. I finally made it to the campground where the 
rally was held late Monday afternoon. The hosting chapter was Suzi Greenway’s 
local chapter (Michigan Norton Owners) and they had a very nice puled pork 
dinner for rally attendees that night. 

Midwestern summer weather is one of the reasons I live in Oregon. It is hot and 
humid and the rainstorms don’t often give the relief from the heat you’d hope 
for, but the rally had a very large tent for shelter for the meals, the chapter 
meeting and tech sessions. I have a tent-like attachment for the side of the 
minivan, and I used that to avoid being out in the sun. There was some shade, 
but not at my camping spot. Fortunately some very friendly Delaware Valley 
Riders Norton owners were camped nearby, and I spent a lot of time drinking 
beer and talking with them. Suzi says these rallies are like family reunions, and I 
agree with that. Spending time with old friends that I’ve seen at rallies over the 
years is the best part of the experience. An eastern rally is an opportunity to 
make new friends as well.  

The major group ride was past some local lakes and to Suzi’s place where the 
local Lions Club put on a nice lunch, and we strolled past the more than 100 
Nortons and other bikes and toured Suzi’s barn and farmsted. The Atlas was 
problem free and a joy to ride.

Two-Wheeled Recollections:
By Sam Justice



Norton Bits oNe MEETING
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Photos Mike Tyler

FORTH QUARTER PHOTOS

Frank Hall‘s Commando next to the turbine
Geoff Carrigg’s Norton and Sandra Carrigg‘s Vincent 

Rapide.jpeg

Mike Tyler‘s Norton Manxman engine on the bench.

Mike Roberts’ and Geoff Carrigg‘s Commandos. Rick Woebler’s Norton



Don’t forget Saturday October 5th.,

11:00 am, is oNe’s next general meeting held at 

the Horse Brass Pub, 4534 SE Belmont St,

Portland, OR 97215.

Norton oNe Meeting 
Horse Brass directions: click HERE.


Norton Bits JULY MEETING
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horse+Brass+Pub/@45.516411,-122.615528,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x2e9bdbed0325eede?hl=en-US


Norton Bits

M. Tyler photo  14

NORTON HISTORY



Norton Bits oNe MEETING LINEUP
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Preferred Vender List 
We are starting  a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as 
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Norton Bits VENDER RESOURCE

Vintage Metalworks
Quality metalwork, body and paintwork for 

your motorcycle or car. 
Rob Benko
(360) 513-0582

This is the guy I use for my restoration paintwork.
George Kraus

Quality Sandblasting Inc. is run by Richard 
Duffield.  Blasting took only 2 days to get done, 
work was perfect and Richard is an up front pro to 
deal with.  As an example, my frame and 5 pieces 
cost $85. Obviously each job might be quoted 
differently.  Very professional place to do business 
with and very friendly.  Highly recommended. 

Blakely Powder Coating does first rate show 
quality powder coating.  Owner Bret Blakely does 
all kinds of bike and auto show quality work.  My 
Norton frame and pieces came out absolutely flat 
(zero orange peel), shiny and deep black powder 
coating job. Service is fast, dependable and very 
reasonable in cost plus Bret is a very nice person 
to deal with.  Five Stars for this company. Third 
experience with different items with this company 
so good track record.  Tell him you are in the 
Norton Club. 

This company is offering LED headlight and rear 
taillight  and speedo/tach bulbs.  Headlight can be 
either neg or pos ground, no modification.
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Norton Bits VENDER RESOURCE

This company is offering LED headlight and rear 
taillight  and speedo/tach bulbs.  Headlight can be 
either neg or pos ground, no modification.  Scroll 
down on headlight to find tail lights and further 
down for the instrument bulbs.  However they are 
sold out of the headlight pos ground bulb.  They 
said will have more in about 1-2 weeks.  I see that 
they are made in Taiwan,. maybe by Emgo??  I am 
getting the full set for my bike when they are 
available.  Note that headlight bulb takes an 
original or new Lucas unit account of stock bulb 
attachment.  No halogen type wire clip setup.  My 
bike came with an original Lucas lamp so the LED 
bulb will fit right in, plug and play. 

Classic British Spares 
www.classicbritishspares.com 
Sales@classicbritishspares.com 

Info provided by Denny Torgeson 

Baisley Hi-Performance is a worldwide 
performance specialist focused on delivering the 
ride you desire from street performance to race 
winning specializations. 

Located in Portland Oregon, USA.  We have 
developed and delivered performance 
enhancements since 1973. 

Baisley Hi-Performance 
5511 N. Interstate Ave. 
Portland, OR 97217 
Telephone  
(503) 289-1251 
baisleyhp@aol.com

LED Headlight 
& Taillight Bulbs

Dan Baisley High 
Performance Heads

Preferred Vender List 
We are starting  a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as 
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

G. Kraus photos


G. Kraus photos
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Norton Bits MEN & THEIR MACHINES

 18Mike’s Manxman. Mike Tyler photo.



 

Wanted: 

• Mike Tyler is (always) looking for any old school cool Norton/
Triumph//BSA/Vincent signs and other interesting vintage 
motorcycle memorabilia for his "man cave" garage.

mike.tyler@nike.com, 503-206-1620


Free to oNe Members
I have a Pirelli Sport Demon 100/90-18 tire with about 
100 miles on it that is available to anyone who needs it. 
This tire retails for about $100.00 new. I came from Rick 
Chappelles Moto Guzzi dealership and was discarded 
because it had a small nail puncture (nail hole is clearly 
identified) and can be patched, then used with a tube on 
your vintage moto.
Contact Mike Roberts  360-892-5421

Buy and Sell ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF HERE

Please note: If you are a member in good standing, i.e. you have paid your $10 dues, you can have your free ad on these pages. Send in your ad today! We welcome submissions of topical editorial material, and non commercial buy-sell-trade Norton-related ads are free for members. Contact the editor for details, or better yet, just send your ad and we’ll let you know if there’s a problem. If you sold your item please let me know.

Contact the editor if your 
item has sold!

Free tires to a paid member.
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Free to oNe club members:
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The Pillion
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Thank you Ronnie Azma

THE BACK SEAT


