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FROM THE EDITOR

The Small Print
A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

NORTON BITS is the oﬃcial newsletter of

Also, thank you Paul Bilton Smith for opening
your garage to oNe to see your very interesting
collection. It was most enjoyable.

It’s been a busy year so far for me. I’m just
finishing up the 1977 Ducati 900SS project for a
customer. We only have the muﬄers to install
once they arrive from the chromer; then we can
start her up. I also got my 1960 Alfa Romeo
Giulietta Spider Veloce back from having the
gearbox rebuilt. Shifts very nicely now, ready for
summer. And just last week I got my Norton LR
tank back from my painter Rob Benko, where
he repaired a couple of scrapes and dents
sustained from dumb moments on my part.
During the repaint I changed and renewed the
tank logos and had all the pinstriping re-handpainted by artist Mitch Kim. Now if I could just
keep my personalized logos from being copied
on other Nortons...
See pages 9, 10, 11, & 12 for a little history of
the oNe logo we developed in 2010 when we
struck our independence from NWNO.
Cheers,

George Kraus

Editor
oregonnorton.org
gekraus@comcast.net

We welcome submissions of topical editorial
material, and non-commercial buy-sell-trade
Norton-related ads are free for members.
Contact the editor for details, or better yet,
just send your ad and we’ll let you know if
there’s a problem.
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:

The Norton Bits encourages any and all
submissions of either articles or photos of
Norton content for future issues. Articles
should be submitted in a common type font,
MS Word format (.doc), or as text in the body
of an email. Keep formatting to a minimum, no
tabs, indents, etc. Bullets, numbers and letters
are okay but don’t indent them. A single space
after each sentence is preferable to two and
double returns between paragraphs. Photos
should be in JPEG (.jpg) format. Thanks.
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts Monthly meetings
are held at the Horse Brass Pub at 45th and
SE Belmont on the first Saturday of each
month at 11am.

ABOUT oNe

oNe MEMBERSHIP LIST

Although located in Oregon, oNe welcomes
members from the Pacific Northwest and
around the world.

N

Our condolences to Mike Tyler who's father
past away recently. Mike, please know that we
were all thinking about you while you were
away.

the Oregon Norton Enthusiasts club (oNe). It
will be published quarterly throughout the
year in PDF format and may be downloaded
from the club’s website oregonnorton.org.

O

HAPPY BIRTHDAY oNe!
Welcome to the second issue of the 2020
Norton Bits! This is our spring edition. We
publish the Bits newsletter four times a year,
January, April, July, and October. If you have
something Norton related please send it to me
before those publication dates.

Please send dues to:
Sam Justice
610 SW Alder Street
Suite 1000
Portland, OR 97205
For the latest information check out our
Facebook page for events and pictures.

Oregon Norton Enthusiasts was founded in
2010 and is a chapter of the International
Norton Owners Association. Membership
dues are $10 per year and are due annually in
January.

LINKS

1. International Norton Owners
Association (INOA)
2. Norton Owners Club UK (NOC)
3. Northwest Norton Owners (NWNO)
4. Facebook
5. Fair Spares America
6. Old Britts
7. Norton Access Forum
8. Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists
9. Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts
10. Northern California Norton Owners
Club
11. LeMay America's Car Museum,
Tacoma
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More Small Print

IMPORTANT LINKS

Club Newsletter:
Norton Bits
This is our club’s oﬃcial Club
Newsletter: you can access present
and past issues of the oNe newsletter
Norton Bits here.
Club Website:
Oregon Norton
This is our club’s oﬃcial website. It's
our "shop window" and contains basic
information about the club, events and
aﬃliations. Ronnie Azma is the website
administrator. The Norton Bits
newsletter editor is George Kraus and
quarterly issues are uploaded and
available on the website at Oregon
Norton.
Facebook Page:
CLICK HERE
This is our club’s social media
page. Here, you'll find pictures, club
event notices and other "what's
happening now" news and snapshots.
Dave Friesen and Mike Tyler are
administrators of the Facebook page.
Email distribution list:
CLICK HERE
This is our club’s email list and the
most common way of sharing
information with club members.
Everyone who was subscribed to the
previous Yahoo group has been
automatically entered into the new
email distribution list. If you haven't
done so already, I would recommend
that you join the new email list by

ONE show. G. Kraus photo.

going here http://oregonnorton.org/
2019/subscribe, so that you don't miss
out on emails from other club members
who don't have your personal email
address. One important thing to note is
that we take our Internet security
protocols very seriously. Dave
Friesen, Mike Tyler, and Ronnie Azma
are the administrators of the new email
list.
Norton Videos:
The club has a number of Norton
videos in DVD and electronic format for
loan. Please ask Mike Tyler for an
inventory of the videos.

Please note the
Membership meetings
are canceled until
further notice.
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OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY

Dear Mike Tyler & Family
Please know we are thinking of you & your
family during this difficult time.
Sincerely, your friends from oNe.
5

The Rider’s Seat A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Thank you so much George and to our club
members for putting this wonderful newsletter
together. We hope that it will help in some small
way to lift our spirits and remind us of some really
enjoyable club events and activities.

M Tyler photo.

From the Rider's Seat:
“stay connected with each another”
Dear friends

Amid the stress and uncertainty, it’s really good to
stay connected with each another. Please feel free
to share any news (and definitely photos) of your
motorcycle projects using our group email list.
It’s always fun to hear about what our club
members are up to in their sheds, garages and
living rooms!
I keep telling myself that, when this is all over,
how meaningful and amazing our future events
and gatherings will be. I can’t wait.

It has been an unimaginable past few weeks as the
World defends itself against the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic.

I hope everyone remains healthy and safe.

I hope you and your loved ones are doing okay
given these circumstances and managing to isolate
yourselves as much as possible.

Mike & family

Sincerely,
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EVERY MONTH:
oNe (Oregon Norton Enthusiasts) Monthly
club meeting at the Horse Brass Pub on the
first Saturday at 11am. See Page 13 for
more details.
2020 oNe EVENTS CALENDAR
January:
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
25th & 26th Portland Motorcycle Film
Festival.
February:
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
8th-10th ONE Motorcycle Show.
March:
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
TBA OVM Annual Banquet at the Milwaukie
Elks Lodge.
April:
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
May:
2nd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass
Pub.
16th OVM Ride. Corvallis, OR.
17th OVM Show & Swapmeet. Corvallis,
OR.
June:
6th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
July:
4th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
OTHER EVENTS BEING CONSIDERED
FOR 2020
TBA Tech sessions
TBA World of Speed Museum events.
August:
1st oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
TBA OVM Oaks Park Picnic. Portland, OR
TBA OVM Batwater Station Ride and picnic
lunch on the Columbia river
TBA Mods Vs. Rockers Ride. See See’s:
1642 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, Oregon
97232 https://www.facebook.com/
events/267833566924232/
September:
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
4th, 5th & 6th Labor Day Weekend ABFM
(All British field meet)
More details at: http://abfm-pdx.com/2019
TBA DGR (Distinguished Gentlemen's Ride)
October:
3rd oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.

Please note: Please feel free to
submit vintage motorcycle events
for the Bits.
Please submit copy material in a
common type font, MS Word format
(.doc), or as text in the body of an
email. Photos and artwork should
be in a JPEG format. Thank you!
Please send to George Kraus
gekraus@comcast.net

November:
7th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
December:
5th oNe Monthly Meeting. Horse Brass Pub.
TBA Holiday Party (Paul Sherbo)
26th Boxing Day celebration

Please note the
Membership meetings
are canceled until
further notice.
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BACK HOME

Norton Bits

You too can have your photos on these pages, but first
you have to send them to me! If you have something of
interest for the Bits send it to: CLICK HERE.
G. Kraus photo.
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A WWII AMERICAN FIGHTER PILOT

Article via Vintage Norton (http://www.vintagenorton.com/)

Click here for more of the story.

Article Provided by Ronnie Azma
Lewis E. Park Jr. - WWII American Fighter Pilot that served as
an officer in RCAF when he presumably died June 27, 1944
resulting from a hit by enemy fire in France.
Pictured here in front of his Commander’s Typhoon fighter like
the one he flew, and his 1936 Norton Model 30 Inter purchased
while in the service for 80 pounds.
The bike was intended to be passed onto his family, but was
never returned via the military after his death. It eventually was
sold and it’s last know registration was in the last decade in
Europe.
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Our oNe Logo Development

Story and artwork by George Kraus
Before I became involved in restoring vintage motorcycles I was a commercial
artist/illustrator. And instead of handling steel, aluminum, and fiberglass I
worked with ink, paper, pencil and wax. As a designer in the 1960s through the
late ’80s commercial art was all hand assembled, blue-line, waxed and pasted
format (paste-up) — “a document prepared for copying or printing by
combining and pasting various sections on a backing.” — no computers!
As a designer I worked for the State of Oregon, Land Conservation and
Development Commission (LCDC) then later for the Highway Division,
Graphics Unit. For LCDC I was staff photographer, and produced the
newsletter and pen and ink illustrations. For Highway we did all the graphics
for the Parks and Rec., Health Dept., Aeronautics, DMV, and of course
Highway Division. I did everything from the drivers manuals, restaurant
packards, and signage, to maps and books. In the late 1980s I transitioned into
computer design and illustration. I worked for a small ad agency “Oswego
Company” in Portland as a product illustrator (Sony, Panasonic, Cannon, HP,
Sanyo, etc). Then I went freelance. At the same time I also did club work such
as redesigning the OVM logo and graphics, created the Northwest Vintage Car
and Motorcycle Museum, and the oNe logo.

ON NORT
G
O
RE

N

Get To Know Your oNe Logo

O

Logo design 101...

Northwest
Vint age Car
Mot orcycle&
Museum

In 2010 oNe split off from NW Norton Owners to form our own chapter the
Oregon Norton Enthusiasts (oNe). For our new identity I produced a series of
designs to be viewed by our then newly elected officers, Sam Justice, George
Kraus, Bob Fugate, and Dave Friesen. We kept the review process to the KISS
principal (keep it simple stupid).
The three logos at right are designs I created for the Northwest Vintage Car and
Motorcycle Museum, Oregon Vintage Motorcyclists, and Oregon Norton
Enthusiasts. Pages 11 and 12 show some of the designs I presented to the board
for the oNe logo development — before we settled on our current oNe design.
My intent was to use the Norton”N” in its pure form to keep a true vintage
theme. I hope you enjoy seeing how our logo developed.
Happy Birthday oNe! You’re 10 years old.
Steve in his shop
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Our oNe Logo Development

Norton Bits
A little oNe Logo History
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Our oNe Logo Development

Norton Bits
A little oNe Logo History
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NORTON ENTHUSIAST
Name decided on Enthusiast (s).

Final design (Enthusiasts).
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PAUL BILTON SMITH’S GARAGE

Sir Eddy’s Rocket. G. Kraus photo.
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Kick Starters, Oil Leals, & a Little Polish

By Paul Sherbo
What’s Up
with the Norton this winter?

Give her a kick! Probably like most of you, I have always been
annoyed that my kick starter hits my muffler. Not only does the
current muffler have an unsightly dent in it, but knowing that the last
time I put a new set of mufflers on, the one by the kick starter
promptly got a nasty ding in it. That made me less inclined to put a
new set on, and I am not far from needing them. I tried putting a fat
washer behind the kick starter to push it out a bit and prevent the
dents, but that was to no avail. Then, one day when the club went to
visit George Kraus’ house to look at the Ducati he was restoring,
something very cool happened. Member Dennis Torgeson was there
and started waving around an aftermarket kick starter that
immediately caught my eye. It is longer (read: more leverage!) and
has a mechanism that mounts to the shaft on the tranny which
swivels out, moving the kickstarter further away from the bike when
cranking. It clears the muffler by at least an inch! Hallelujah! I bought
the starter lever that Dennis had which was an extra. I then had to
go to a company in the UK called RGM to get the rest of the
assembly. You can see this at https://www.rgmnorton.co.uk/buy/
kickstart-lever-for-folding-kickstart_734.htm. We’ll see how this goes
longer term, but so far it seems like a great fix.
Continued next page

Having my Norton go into hibernation in the winter is like putting a
bit of my heart on the shelf. Just going into the shop and seeing the
bike brings a yearning for Spring. I am not much of a winter rider. It’s
just not that much fun for me or I guess I am a classic bike wimp.
But winter is a great time for sprucing the old girl up and providing
some needed attention or upgrades. This year is no exception, and I
elected to address some rather annoying issues.
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Kick Starters, Oil Leals, & a Little Polish

By Paul Sherbo (continued)

t

What’s Up
with the Norton this winter?
The age old oil leaks… Sometimes I feel my Norton thinks it is a
drip style coffee maker. All Norton’s leak I know, but mine seems to
have gotten progressively worse. I have tightened everything I know
to tighten, but she still is leaking pretty bad. After speaking to
George, I have some more ideas on what to check out, so I am
starting with a deep cleaning to try and nail down where the oil is
coming from. It seems like it is still leaking from the oil drain plug
both at the bottom of the engine and the oil tank. So, I will replace
the washers on both, inspect all hoses and clamps, and go from
there. I need to slow this leak or consider a diaper. I want to stop
snortin’ at my Norton, so I am motivated.
A little spit and a lot of polish... After I address the oil leak, I am
going to clean and spruce up the whole bike. The bottom side looks
as greasy as a 50’s rocker hair, so that is the starting point. Then
comes the engine and carbs, and the rest of the bike. Some of my
chrome is looking a bit tired, so I may consider replacing or rechroming some parts. I also still have an issue of one cylinder
running rich, even though I have tried adjusting the idle mixture
screw. I am going to look at the float valve and possibly go a step
leaner on the jet needle.
The weather is starting to get nicer, so my yearning heart will soon
gain a much-needed recharge. After all is said and done, I will soon
get a new “kick” out of riding, and hopefully a less lubricated garage
floor. Happy and safe riding to you all, and I hope you are enjoying
the club as much as I am. We have a great group of guys and a
vibrant, resourceful club for which I am very grateful.
Paul Sherbo
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Photos From Our Past

Brock Sorensen, George Kraus, and Denny Torgeson's prepared Nortons for bad weather on our way to the San Jose Clubman Show 2005. Photo G. Kraus
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SOME POEMS BY ART SIROTA

Where Have All The Widelines Gone?
by Art Sirota
where have all the widelines gone, long time passing
where have all the widelines gone, long time ago
where have all the widelines gone, gone to Tritons every
one
when will they ever learn?
where have all the Tritons gone, long time passing
where have all the Tritons gone, long time ago
where have all the Tritons gone, rusting in junkyards
everyone
when will they ever learn?
where have all the junkyards gone, long time passing
where have all the junkyards gone, long time ago
where have all the junkyards gone, sold at swap meets
every one
when will they ever learn?
where have all the swap meets gone, long time passing
where have all the swap meets gone, long time ago
where have all the swap meets gone, haggled by restorers
every one
when will they ever learn?
where have all the restorers gone, long time passing
where have all the restorers gone, long time ago
where have all the restorers gone, collecting widelines
every one
when will they ever learn?

NORTON MK3
by Art Sirota

where no other cycle could steer
and thousands of miles have passed under the wheels
with no problems year after year

It was many and many a year ago
in a kingdom by the sea
that I first acquired a cool British bike
my electric start Norton Mk3
and all we desired was to ride down the road
just my beautiful Norton and me

Yes I admit making a few special mods
to keep my bike running so well
like the four-brush electric conversion
that starts up the engine pell mell
and an upgraded layshaft ball bearing
to avoid the 'box rebuild from Hell

But all my friends mocked me, "That starter won't work!"
and "Oil always leaks from those things!"
why, even my mother got in on the act
saying "Son, no one stocks those valve springs!"
and my girlfriend ran oﬀ after leaving a note
"Good luck," she wrote, "finding new rings!"

The Boyer electric ignition
and bi-weekly changes of oil
provide all the confidence needed
to travel without a spare coil
(although I've been known to pack spark plugs
just in case the originals spoil)

So with great trepidation I listened to tales
of how salt air corrodes all the chrome,
to hear my friends tell it, the nuts and the bolts
would disintegrate all on their own
and since no one has Whitworth replacements
only fools ride Mk3's far from home

So leave envious friends to their rumors
and don't trust advice which is free
'cause so far not one bolt has rusted
in this kingdom so close to the sea
and none of those dire predictions
have come true for my Norton Mk3
for my beautiful Norton Mk3

Now could it be envy that drew these remarks
or was it just misguided fear?
for I've ridden my Norton in windstorms and rain
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DETAILING THE COMMANDO

G. Kraus photo
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PAUL BILTON SMITH’S GARAGE

Photos Mike Tyler

Photos G. Kraus
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G. Kraus photo.

PAUL BILTON SMITH’S GARAGE
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING

Norton oNe Meetings
ARE CANCELED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE!
Horse Brass directions: click HERE.

This Bits won’t reach you before the March meeting and the next
meeting, Saturday April 4th. has been canceled.

Photo G. Kraus
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PAUL BILTON SMITH’S GARAGE

Starting up the race bike. G. Kraus photo
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BEACH RACING IN AUSTRALIA

Hi all
Here’s a link to a race on the beach held in Australia sent to me by a friend there:
http://www.danielpurvis.com/blog/2019/2/19/motorcycles-2019-sellicks-beach-historic-motorcycle-races
Cheers
Bob Fugate
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Photos From Our Past

George Kraus’s Commando being judged. San Jose Clubman Show 2005. Won, Best in Class. Denny’s blue
Commando, also won Best in Class, is seen in the upper left background. Photo G. Kraus
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Photos From Our Past

Brock Sorensen, George Kraus, and Denny Torgeson. San Jose Clubman Show 2005. Photo G. Kraus
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THE 2020 ONE SHOW

ONE Show. Photo, G. Kraus
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THE 2020 ONE SHOW

G. Kraus photos
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TRANSPORATION IN INDIA

India. G. Kraus photo
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VENDER RESOURCE

Preferred Vender List
We are starting a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Blakely Powder Coating does first rate show
quality powder coating. Owner Bret Blakely does
all kinds of bike and auto show quality work. My
Norton frame and pieces came out absolutely flat
(zero orange peel), shiny and deep black powder
coating job. Service is fast, dependable and very
reasonable in cost plus Bret is a very nice person
to deal with. Five Stars for this company. Third
experience with different items with this company
so good track record. Tell him you are in the
Norton Club.

Vintage
Metalworks
Quality metalwork, body and
paintwork for your motorcycle or car.

Rob Benko
(360) 513-0582

Quality Sandblasting Inc. is run by Richard
Duffield. Blasting took only 2 days to get done,
work was perfect and Richard is an up front pro to
deal with. As an example, my frame and 5 pieces
cost $85. Obviously each job might be quoted
differently. Very professional place to do business
with and very friendly. Highly recommended.

This company is offering LED headlight and rear
taillight and speedo/tach bulbs. Headlight can be
either neg or pos ground, no modification.

Restoration Plating

Gauge Restoration

2302 E Trent Ave | Spokane,
WA 99202
https://restorationplating.com/

Greg Poirier
Vancouver WA
g.poirier.ohc@att.net

We offer quality auto restoration services - Metal
Restoration, Show Quality Polishing, & Chrome
Plating.

Quality gauge restoration for Smith gauges and
magnetos. Fair prices.
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VENDER RESOURCE

Preferred Vender List
We are starting a vender resource page to list our personal service recommendations. Denny Torgeson started with some of his favorites and I will add some of mine as
well. If you have a vender you would like to share then send a photo of their business card to: gekraus@comcast.net.

Info provided by Denny Torgeson

G. Kraus photo.

LED Headlight
& Taillight Bulbs

Dan Baisley High
Performance Heads

This company is offering LED headlight and rear
taillight and speedo/tach bulbs. Headlight can be
either neg or pos ground, no modification. Scroll
down on headlight to find tail lights and further
down for the instrument bulbs. However they are
sold out of the headlight pos ground bulb. They
said will have more in about 1-2 weeks. I see that
they are made in Taiwan,. maybe by Emgo?? I am
getting the full set for my bike when they are
available. Note that headlight bulb takes an
original or new Lucas unit account of stock bulb
attachment. No halogen type wire clip setup. My
bike came with an original Lucas lamp so the LED
bulb will fit right in, plug and play.

Baisley Hi-Performance is a worldwide
performance specialist focused on delivering the
ride you desire from street performance to race
winning specializations.

Classic British Spares
www.classicbritishspares.com
Sales@classicbritishspares.com

G. Kraus photo.

Located in Portland Oregon, USA. We have
developed and delivered performance
enhancements since 1973.
Baisley Hi-Performance
5511 N. Interstate Ave.
Portland, OR 97217
Telephone
(503) 289-1251
baisleyhp@aol.com

G. Kraus photo.
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ONE MOTORCYCLE SHOW

Norton Manx, BSA Gold Star, and a Norton Domi. G. Kraus photo
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Buy and Sell

ADVERTISE YOUR BITS HERE

Wanted:
Tyler is (always) looking for any old school cool Norton/
• Mike
Triumph//BSA/Vincent signs and other interesting vintage
motorcycle memorabilia for his "man cave" garage.
mike.tyler@nike.com, 503-206-1620

Free
to oNe
club
Free
to oNe
Members

members:

I have a Pirelli Sport Demon 100/90-18 tire with about
100 miles on it that is available to anyone who needs it.
This tire retails for about $100.00 new. I came from Rick
Chappelles Moto Guzzi dealership and was discarded
because it had a small nail puncture (nail hole is clearly
identified) and can be patched, then used with a tube on
your vintage moto.
Contact Mike Roberts 360-892-5421

Please note: If you are a member in good standing, i.e.
you have paid your $10 dues, you can have your free ad
on these pages. Send in your ad today! We welcome
submissions of topical editorial material, and non
commercial buy-sell-trade Norton-related ads are free for
members. Contact the editor for details, or better yet, just
send your ad and we’ll let you know if there’s a problem. If
you sold your item please let me know.

Contact the editor if your item
has sold!
Free tires to a paid member.
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The Pillion

THE PILLION

The ONE motorcycle show
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